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Unwelcome guests 

TWO years ago, almost exactly, nine Italians, members of the Armed Revolutionary 
Nucleii and accused by the Italian authorities of various terrorist offences, were freed by a 
court in London. A request for their extradition had been rejected by the court in the light 
of a sinsularly ill-prepared case sent over by the Italian prosecuting authorities. Released, 
they took advantage of their status as EEC citizens to settle and work in London, out of 
reach of the Italian police who would still like to charge them in connection with terrorist 
offences. 

In all this time, there has been no attempt by the Home Office to get rid of them. 
Presumably, they felt that as an extradition request had failed it would be unfair to 
overturn the court’s decision by the back door, by deporting them on the ground that their 
presence was not conducive to the public good. And this view might have had some 
plausibility if these fugitives had kept themselves to themselves and behaved. 

But this has clearly not been the case. We now know (see pages 10-11) that a group of 
them began publishing their own English-language fascist journal, Rising, almost 
immediately following their release two years ago. More, they have now been clearly 
identified as having a strong influence upon, and indeed, a close working relationship with, 
a faction currently challenging for the leadership of the National Front. 

And there we have it: accused terrorists are organising joint ‘ideological seminars’ with 
leading figures in an organisation whose members have already shown themselves more 
than willing to incite, condone and carry out violent attacks against black and Jewish 
people. That, in itself, should be enough to prompt the Home Secretary into expelling 
these people from Britain at the earliest possible moment, preferably back to Italy where 
they can be tried. One thing we can be sure of: if members of a left-wing European terrorist 
group were currently conducting ‘Joint seminars’ with left-wing organisations in this 
country, the press and the Tory benches would be up in arms and demanding deportations. 
So why not now? 


Anti-Racist Year in London 

After a period of consultation with organisations representing London’s ethnic minority 
communities, the Labour-led Greater London Council has recently inaugurated its Anti- 
Racist Year — possibly the most ambitious project to counter racism that this country has 
seen. The GLC has set itself the formidable task of trying to challenge — and change — the 
racist myths and fears which permeate so much of our society and its institutions. As such 
it is an enterprise which we welcome unreservedly. 

We can be sure that the nerve of GLC leaders involved in the year’s activities will be 
increasingly tested over the coming months. Already the GLC’s declared intention to 
enforce the boycott of artistes who have performed in South Africa by banning them from 
GLC-controlled halls has come under all-too predictable fire from the press. We suspect 
that worse is yet to come. 

But no one should labour under the idea that GLC sponsorship alone will guarantee that 
the Year will succeed in the aims it has set itself. Its success or failure will ultimately depend 
on the extent to which it feeds into and complements the work already being done by anti- 
racists and anti-fascists in the capital. No amount of flair and imaginative publicity 
material will compensate for the vital work of taking the Year’s message into the 
communities, the estates and the workplaces which it must reach if we are to have anything 
to show for it in twelve months time. Happily, the GLC seems to recognise this and there is 
cause for optimism. Searchlight, for its part, will gladly use its pages to assist and build the 
Year in whatever ways we can. 
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The racist 


past of a 


morality 
campaigner 





MORALITY campaigner Victoria 
Gillick, who is currently engaged in 
a lengthy legal action to prevent 
contraceptive advice being given 
to under-16s, has a record of 
involvement in a racist anti- 
immigration group, Searchlight can 
reveal. 

In 1972, Mrs Gillick, then living in 
Norfolk was a keen and active member of 
Powellight, run by veteran racist 
campaigner Bee Carthew, which counted 
amongst its members activists from the NF, 
the Monday Club and the paramilitary 
Ulster Defence Association. 


Anti-immigration 


Mrs Gillick, now living in Wisbech, sprang 
to public attention over the last year with 
her court action against doctors giving 
contraceptive advice to children. She is 
fighting DHSS advice given to Area Health 
Authorities that contraception may be 
given to under-16s, at a doctor’s discretion, 
without parental knowledge or consent. 
The mother of ten children — five of them 
girls undet 16 — Mrs Gillick wants a ruling 
that the DHSS advice is unlawful and a 
pledge from her local health authority that 
none of her under age daughters would 
receive contraception. After losing an 
earlier case, she is now conducting an 
appeal, and organising a national petition 
to Parliament. In all of this, she has 
received strong support from religious and 
morality groups. 

Back in 1972, however, Mrs Gillick was 
putting her energy into the anti- 
immigration campaign then being waged by 
Powellight. Her name appears on a 
Powellight membership list, and a letter 
which she wrote in September 1972 to 
Powellight secretary Bee Carthew (who 
later joined the NF) shows clearly that she 
and her husband were active in promoting 
its policies on immigration. 

But when Searchlight first approached 
her to confirm her membership of 
Powellight, Mrs Gillick flatly denied that 
she had been involved, claiming that her 
husband, a graphic artist, had done some 
commercial work for the organisation, and 
that must have been how her name came to 
be on its list. 

This is clearly untrue, as the letter to 
Carthew later obtained by Searchlight 
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Mrs Gillick’s letter to the Eastern Daily Press 25.8.72. 


demonstrates. When we confronted her 
with our knowledge that she had been 
active in campaigning on immigration she 
told us it was all a long time ago, and she 
could not remember having been involved. 
Of a letter which she had published in the 
Eastern ‘Daily Press, in response to a 
request from Powellight, she said, ‘‘I don’t 
remember it at all, but if you say I wrote it I 
suppose I must have’’. 

She now insists that her views on 
immigration have changed, and that she is 
now opposed to the idea of repatriation. 


Extreme-right 


Powellight at that time played host to any 
number of unsavoury characters from the 
extreme-right, including John Gadd, UK 
Commander of the UDA, later gaoled for 
smuggling guns to Protestant paramilitaries 
in Northern Ireland. 

Other members included: 


e@ Arthur Shorthouse, veteran Birmingham 
nazi who has belonged to the NF, the 
British Movement, and the Conservative 
Party. 
e@ Kay Tomlin, a Redbridge conservative 
who organised meetings at her home 
between conservatives and John Tyndall, 
then a leader of the NF. 
@ Roy and Anna Bramwell of the Monday 
Club. Roy Bramwell was also associated 
with the Immigration Control Association 
and spoke at NF and Northern League 
events. 
@N.J. Store, an NF member. 
@ Gillian Goold, a Middlesex Monday Club 
member who later defected to the NF. 
Also involved in Powellight were Philip 
Rankin, now active in Tory Action, and 
Neil Hamilton, now Conservative MP for 
Tatton. 
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Victoria Gillick writes to Powellight. 


gels the cold shoulder 
Nazi plan to 
compromise 


Adrian Wiltshire is one of the more 
competent of the new breed of young 
nazis. He was active in British 
Movement and then moved into Eddy 
Morrison’s nazi style outfit, the 
National Action Party, where he soon 
became its youth organiser. In this role 
he recruited a steady stream of 
youngsters aged between 12 and 20, 
half of whom have already 
distinguished themselves by gaining 
criminal convictions. Wiltshire was not 
out of place amongst them — he too 
has been to prison for attacking a 
police officer. 


But in his keenness to get on and impress 
his fellow nazis young Adrian looked 
further afield, and found a potentially great 
propaganda coup for the nazi movement. 
The idea was to hoodwink the Greater 
London Enterprise Board, a body which 
works with the Greater London Council, 
into setting up himself and some fellow 
nazis in business. They decided upon the 
idea after Wiltshire had helped set up the 
Nationalist Self Support Group, the aim of 
which was to find work for fellow nazis and 
to help those imprisoned for their criminal 
activities. Wiltshire had also contacted 
European nazis running COBRA, a similar 
but far more sophisticated set-up. 

Wiltshire realised that a first step to 
providing cover for his fellow nazis might 
be financed by the Labour-controlled 
Greater London Council through its 
Enterprise Board, a body which is working 
to cut unemployment in London by 
providing seed money for new enterprises, 
especially co-operatives. He also thought 
that if he could enlist the support of other 
bodies involved in helping less fortunate 
members of society, like Age Concern, it 
would give his work a wonderful seal of 
approval. To this end, he approached a co- 
Operative venture in Walthamstow, East 
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London, which mainly involves black 
people, and eventually put together a 
scheme for providing cheap insulation for 
the elderly and presented the idea to the 
various appropriate bodies. Naturally 
Wiltshire was careful not to mention his 
political connections, and his idea initially 
got a warm welcome. He could even boast 
valuable previous experience to back up his 
enterprise, having worked part-time for the 
Redbridge Energy Conservation Scheme. 
As his extreme political views had proved 
no obstacle in that project he felt that he 
might well be able to get away with his 
much grander scheme. Even though the 
choice of the embryonic co-op’s name 
‘‘Lightning Insulation’’, based on the NAP 
symbol, (a flash in a circle) may have been a 
bit risky, it did not seem to draw any undue 
attention or create obstacles to the scheme 
going ahead. Wiltshire and his nazi 
Kameraden would have received £2,000 
seed money followed by a loan of £30,000 
at very low interest. 


Surprise discovery made by 
local newspaper reporter 


It was at this point that fate intervened in 
the guise of a reporter on the local paper, 
the Waltham Forest Guardian. He had been 
looking at the plight of old folk at 
Christmas and got a whisper about a new 
cheap rate insulation scheme. On making 
enquiries he was astonished to find that 


Adrian Wiltshire, the nazi about whom he - 


had written some time ago because of his 
militant activities, was deeply involved with 
black people and socialists in trying to set 
up his co-op. After some detailed research 
Wiltshire was traced to a flat in Albert 
Road, Walthamstow, where he was living 
with his pregnant fiancée, who clearly 
shares his views and goes on endlessly about 
bringing up their offspring as a good little 
nazi. The Wiltshires married in November, 


n Wiltshire and wife: doors open and close. 


but returned from honeymoon to find that 
their black landlady was not very impressed 
by the nazi decor in the room they rented. 
The landlady has since taken court action in 
an attempt to have them booted out of her 
home, and the GLC and its associate bodies 
quickly cut off Wiltshire’s grandiose 
scheme without a penny. 

Well as one door closes another Opens, 
and the Wiltshires have hopped out of the 
NAP into the welcoming arms of Nick 
Griffin, one of the up and coming new lads 
on the post-Webster National Front 
Executive Council. Griffin and Co’s 
interest may however be short lived, 
however, now that they will have to take 
Wiltshire without the propaganda victory 
over the socialist GLC which he had so 
clearly promised them. 

So it may be that the Wiltshires will 
decide to leave London for the countryside, 
because for some time now young Adrian 
has been in contact with nazi satanist, thief 
and cat strangler Dave Myatt. Wiltshire is 
too young to have known Myatt in his 
Leeds heyday, when alongside synagogue 
arsonist and fellow satanist Joe Short and 
current NAP leader Eddy Morrison he 
caused havoc in the northern city. Since 
that time Myatt has answered the call of the 
wild and is working at setting up a nazi style 


rural commune. This scheme was given a 


leg up by a contact advertisement in former 
British nazi boss Colin Jordan’s publication 
Gothic Ripples. Jordan is a bit of a yokel - 
himself these days with his small holding in 
Yorkshire at Pateley Bridge, traditionally 
known as the pagan heart of England. 
Well we are sure young Adrian and his 
good wife have much to offer this new 
venture in the wilds of Church Stretton, 


Shropshire. So far he has offered to put his 


twin tub washing machine, his set of home 


_ training weights and a few hundred quid at 


the disposal of the nazi commune. Our _ 
advice to him is to go — but Des sure to mae 


your cat behind. 





Corner Lodge 
Trevor fi11, 
Church Stretton, 
Shropshire 


Dear Mr Wiltshire, 
Colin Jordan has sent on your letter re 
the NS Community. 

All I can say at the moment is that as soon as my wife 
and I can afford to purchase some land we will art 
the community. The initial aim would be to achieve some 
self-sufficinecy in food within a year. The goal of the 
community would be create a healthy way of life 
consistent with NS ideals; this way of life would be 
rural. We would hope to attract others to the community 
by example, and would strive to keep good contacts with 
local people. To this end people would come to work - 
not to waste time talking politics and certainly not 
for rallies. I would also hope to teach a form of Western 
Martial Arts (I studied Eastern Martial Arts in Singapore) - 
particuarly to the children of the community. 

The eventual aim of the co:nmunity would be to create 
a small village. 

The best way to start would be for interested people or 
families to join together to purchase (either for cash 
or on mortgage) some land or a small-holding. The first 
year would involve very hard work,I have many local 
contacts - and could arrange loan ofequipment and the 
barter of food. For this reason, it might be best to 
think about this area. I could also arrange part-time work 
for the first year in order to help the comunity 
financially. 

Politically, the community would owe allegiance to no 
organization, but I hope Colin Jordan would associate with 
it. Unlike a lot of 'National-Socialists' I hold Colin 
Jordan in very high esteem. 

I would appreciate your comments. 


Yours sincerely, 


hh al 


PS Like you I was once active in politics, and suffered 
the same fate, including a holiday at HM Government's 
_ expense. 


Gothic Ripples, 
Vanguard Project, 


8th July, 1983. 


Dear Comrade, 


It wes with great interest that I read your request for N.S. families 
to set up an N.S, commnity. 


I am now twenty years old and have been involved in the struggle since 
I was a school student of sixteen. During those years I have served 
two terms of imprisonment and lost a job due to my beliefs but what 
aco ects more distressing is the appathey of the White folk for whom 
we fight. 


I am engaged to be married and both my fiancee and I are desperate to 
have children and bring them up to be good National Socialists. 
Obviously the best thing we could do for our 'off-spring' is to rear 
them away from the decadence of the city and all the evils that spread 
like a cancer within it. 


I would therefore, very much like more details. 


Yours for Blood and Soil, 


ATIONALIST SELF 
JPPORT GROUP 


nal Action Party 8CM BOX 4161, LONDON, WCIN 3x 


3rd April, 1983. 
Dear Comrade, 


— regard to your enquiry about the Nationalist Self Support 
up. 


The N.S.S.G. is an affiliate to the National Action Party. Form 
in January of this year it's two main functions are seen as 


prisoners aid for militant patriots and a Nationalist employment 
agency. 


We are, however, interested in any other ideas, fellow comrades 
may have, in how the N.S.S.G.'s role May be expanded. 


Please find enclosed some N.A.P. 'ammo', 


Yours for National Action, 


Ce a vee Seo 


ADRIAN A WILTSHIRE 
N.S.S.G. Organiser, 


Mr D Myatt, 
Corner Lodge, 
Trevor Hill, 
CHURCH STRETTON, 
Shropshire, 


10th August, 1983. 


Dear Mr Myatt, 
Thank you very much for your informative letter of the 30.07.83. 


I find it refreshing that somebody is at last taking the iniative to 
throw off the shackles of materialist city life to live a true National 
Socialist existence and encourage others to do the same. For me 
politics is a means to a National Socialist ends, and as we would be 
leading, by example of hard work and dedication, to natural values, 
there would be no need for rallies. 


At the moment I am only working a three day week ! This added to my 
fiancée meagre wage and money I can get from doing odd jobs means, we 
are just able to keep our heads ‘above water', in this capitalist 
society and are thus unable to save much. We have estimated that we 
could probably raise £600 by February of next year. What we lack in 
actual capital would certainly be made up for in enthusiasm and 
dedication to this rural project. Our assets include a twin tub washing 
machine/spin dryer, fridge, three piece suite and weight training 
equiptment all of which would be for the use of the community. 


Perhaps it may be a good idea to meet at some time in the near future 
to discuss your plans in greater detail. 


I look forward to your reply, 


Yours for Blood and Soil, 








LETTERS 


Dear Searchlight, 

I am writing to you regarding an article which 
appeared in the December issue of Searchlight. 
The article I am referring to was printed on page 
16 under the ‘Whispers’ section and concerned 
the presence of the National Front at the Sabra 
and Shatilla demonstration which took place on 
17 September in London. An article reproduced 
from National Front News claimed that the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation had invited 
their organisation to participate in the 
demonstration. The NF article claimed that 








Dear Searchlight, 
I have been a regular reader of your magazine 
now for several years. I have always been 
disturbed that your reports on fascist activities 
‘both here and abroad always stop short of any 
criticism of zionism. No doubt intimidated by 
the false accusation of the zionist movement that 
any criticism of Israel and its supporters is 
tantamount to anti-semitism, your paper has 
been sitting on the fence too long on this issue. 

During the whole of the invasion of Lebanon 
and the massacre at Sabra and Chatilla your 
paper was deathly silent in condemning the 
Israeli war of genocide being waged against the 
Palestinian people. 

In past issues your only mention of the 
Lebanon was to say in passing how fascists are 
being trained there, implying in the context of 
the article that it was somehow the PLO and not 
the Phalange. 

Yet in the December issue we have an article 
from National Front News, no less, printed in 
full. We are told both by them and by yourselves 
how the National Front were invited to attend a 
march commemorating the victims of a fascist 
massacre. What a travesty. You didn’t even have 
the decency to check these lies with the organisers 
of the demonstration before publishing them. No 
doubt the word of the National Front is proof 
enough! 

Palestine Solidarity Campaign was one of 
many groups who jointly organised that march. 
We, nor any of the participating organisations, 
including the PLO would ever agree to march 
alongside the National Front, let alone invite 
them to attend our march. 


BLOODY 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
LEBANESE 
PHALANGE 


“Our presence was meant to increase the 
sprinkling of White faces to make the show more 
palatable’’. I must state that our people do not 
recognise colour as a distinguishing feature 
between peoples. I must also state that although 
the rally was an open meeting to which all were 
invited, no such invitation as was mentioned in 
the article was ever sent to the National Front. In 
actual fact, the National Front was completely 
excluded from the rally. Such an invitation 
would not be in line with the policies of the PLO 
which is neither a racist nor anti-semitic 
organisation. 

I hope this will help to correct the mistaken 
view of the PLO given in the article. 

Yours faithfully 

Faycal Aouidha 

PLO Representative, London 


I suggest that if you want to maintain any 
credibility as an anti-fascist magazine you won’t 
do it by being the mouthpiece for the National 
Front or the zionists. Nor will you do it by 
selecting only the ‘safe’ fascist regimes and 
movements to expose and ignore those which 
may be more controversial. 

I am sending copies of this letter to other anti- 
fascist and anti-zionist organisations and would 
urge them to withdraw their support from your 
magazine unless there is a written apology for 
your shameless article and publication of this 
and other letters. 

Helen Stollar 

for Palestine Solidarity Campaign 


@ Our report, in Searchlight 102, illustrated with 
an article reproduced from National Front News, 
was not intended to imply that the NF’s claim to 
have been invited to the demonstration was 
necessarily true, only that this was what they 
claimed. 

Ms Stollar’s letter has been edited for reasons 
of space, but her observations about Searchlight 
coverage of the Middle East are incorrect: 
reproduced below is part of the two-page 
feature, detailing fascist links with the Lebanese 
Phalange, which we published in the immediate 
wake of the horrific killings at Sabra and 
Chatilla. We have sent a full copy of this article 
to Ms Stollar for distribution to the 
organisations to whom she has circulated her 
letter — Editor. 


EURO-NAZIS TRAINED 
: IN PHALANGE CAMPS 








‘No remorse’ 
from lorry 
driver who 
wiped out 
Asian family 


Ronald Bolton, a lorry driver whose 
32-ton articulated lorry ploughed 
into a minibus killing an Asian 
family of seven, told millions of 
BBC’s Panorama programme 
viewers that ‘‘I don’t feel remorse 
— it was just one of those things 
that happen in life’. 

He added, casually: ‘‘Basically, I 
don’t give a damn for anyone’’. The 
magistrate seemed to be in a similar 
mood, when he fined Bolton £250 for 
careless driving, £325 for altering his 
tachograph and disqualifying him for a 
year. ‘“‘He is now out of work’’, 
commented Arnold Singer, Chairman of 
the Wigan bench who heard the case. 
‘*We felt the penalty was enough’’. 

Bolton admitted he altered his 
tachograph to conceal a stop in 
Birmingham to see his girlfriend. He had 
fallen asleep at the wheel and the lorry 
had then hit the minibus, broken down 
on the hardshoulder of the motorway, 
sending it 85 feet down an embankment. 

Pressed by the Panorama interviewer, 
Supt. Waring of Greater Manchester 
Police, in charge of the investigation, 
said the girlfriend was not interviewed to 
discover whether Bolton had had 
sufficient sleep. ‘‘I did not feel it was 
material’’, he said. But it could have 
proved recklessness and negligence and 
may have led to a charge of 
manslaughter. Arnold Singer, the 
magistrate, conceded he had been ‘‘a 
little surprised that the lesser charge was 
brought’’. 

Bolton also didn’t seem to give a 
damn about receiving £1 notes from NF 
members with an invite to ‘‘have a drink 
on me’’. Asked what comments he had 
from his workmates, he said: ‘‘Cynical 
remarks such as ‘well that’s seven more 
out of the way’ because they were 
Asians’’. 

Bolton’s case was presented in the 
context of other ‘similar’ cases of ‘social 
killing’ over which there has been public 
outrage, but where the experts say a 
reckless driving charge which results in 
heavier sentences is difficult to sustain 
since it involves proof about the driver’s 
state of mind. 

The police almost invariably settle for 
the lesser charge of careless driving. 

But in this case, no outcry has been 
made at the slaughter of the family by a 
man who has admitted he ‘‘doesn’t give 
a damn’’, and is not concerned to 
receive hate money in the post from the 
NF. : 































































‘Beating the Fascists? The German 
Communists and Political Violence’. Eve 
Rosenhaft. (Cambridge University Press. 
£24.) 


This extremely detailed account of the 
resistance of Berlin workers to nazi violence 
is a masterpiece of historical research. 

Beginning with a graphic description of 
life in the working-class districts of Berlin, 
the author explores the impact of the 
profound economic and social crisis of 
1929-1933 on the tightly-knit tenement 
communities that were the focal point of so 
much of the activity of the German 
Communist Party (KPD). 

Berlin was ‘Red Berlin’: the city where 
the KPD was born and where its first 
leaders, Luxemburg and Liebknecht, were 
murdered. Some parts of Berlin were no-go 
areas for the police. Three such neighbour- 
hoods, Wedding, Neuk6élln and 
Friedrichshain, all returned majorities for 
the KPD as long as there were democratic 
elections. These were also the poorest 
districts, having disproportionate shares of 
bad housing, tuberculosis, infant mortality 
and unemployment. 

The city was an intractable problem for 
Hitler. The nazis never gained a majority 
there. Even in the final elections of 1933, a 
third of Berlin’s voters chose the KPD, a 
party that was already illegal. 

The working class areas had long been a 
target for nazi penetration. If fascism was 
to be established in the capital, then 
headway had to be made in the KPD 
strongholds. As early as 1926, the nazis had 
tried to take their message there. Aided and 
protected by members of the police force, 
the nazi paramilitaries, the SA, were able to 


School Guide 


A useful guide to race relations in the 
school curriculum has recently been 
published by the Centre for Contemporary 
Studies. 

Written by Gillian Klein, it is a guide to 
currently available resources which help 
both teachers and pupils to prepare for life 
in a multi-racial society. It is accompanied 
by an extensive bibliography of useful 
books and films. 

Race Relations and the School 
Curriculum, by Gillian Klein, is available 
from the Centre for Contemporary Studies, 
Ingersoll House, 202 New North Road, 
London NI. 

Also recently published is a Calendar of 
Religious Festivals, by the Commission for 
Racial Equality. Compiled by the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews, it lists the major 
festivals of the thirteen main religious faiths 
in Britain today. Jt is distributed by the 
SHAP Working Party, 7 Alderbrook Road, 
Solihull, West Midlands B91 INH. 





increase their Berlin membership from 800 
in 1928 to 22,000 in 1932. 

Faced with this onslaught, the working 
class did not sit back passively. Instead, 
guided by the KPD, the workers built 
organisations like the Red Front Fighters’ 
League, the Fighting League against 
Fascism and Antifascist Action to meet 
head-on ‘‘the threat that the SA posed to 
their freedom of movement and way of 
life’’. The result was some very determined 
action to stop Hitler’s gangs from getting a 
foothold in working class territory. As the 
crisis worsened, the struggles became more 
violent. 

Eve Rosenhaft documents the activity, 
the nature and organisation of the anti- 
fascist fighting units and, with detailed 
evidence, brilliantly shows their 
overwhelmingly working class composition. 
In doing so, she reveals the strains within 
the KPD leadership, and between the 
Comintern, the KPD leaders and the rank 
and file. The fact that the latter, who were 
on the sharp end of the nazi ‘‘assault on 
Berlin’’, openly rebelled against the 
leadership’s injunctions to use only ‘‘mass 
actions’’ against the SA _ shatters the 
widespread myth that the KPD was a 
“‘monolithic’’ party. 

A great merit of this book is that it brings 
a sense of proportion to the vexed question 
of relations between the Social Democrats 
and the KPD, indicating the disgust that 
sections of the workers had for a party that 








ordered May Day marchers to be fired upon 
in 1929. This same SPD had let loose the 
murderous Freikorps against the workers in 
1919, 1920, 1921 and again in 1923. Militant 
workers and anti-fascist fighters had 
legitimate and justifiable reservations about 
uniting with people who always seemed to 
be shooting at them. Some of the best in the 
KPD’s ranks felt this way. 

Yet, at rank and file level, there was unity 
between SPD and KPD members for some 
limited actions. This despite the KPD’s 
false and damaging claim that the SPD were 
‘*social fascists’’. 

Rosenhaft explains, sympathetically, the 
gut hatred that German workers felt for 
fascism and helps to restore their struggles 
against it to their rightful place in working 
class history. 

We should never forget that the street- 
fighters described by Rosenhaft were the 
first victims of Hitler’s holocaust, ending 
up in SA barracks to be shot, beheaded or 
tortured to death. Nor should we forget 
that over 600 KPD members gave their lives 
before Hitler seized power. Many of those 
who escaped carried the fight against 
fascism to Spain, where they formed the 
Thalmann Battalion of the International 
Brigades against Franco’s fascists. 

Eve Rosenhaft has done anti-fascists a 
formidable service in writing this book. Her 
work is first-rate and should be studied by 
every serious anti-fascist. Tragically, the 
price might prohibit this. 





Children ... Warsaw .. . Cities 


The first edition of David Milner’s 
perceptive and humane study of children’s 
attitudes towards race was published 10 
years ago, and now there is a much revised 
second edition of his Children and Race 
(Ward Lock Education, paperback). As 
before, there is a highly readable survey of 
psychological studies showing how early in 
life children can develop a racial awareness. 
Unlike many psychologists, Dr Milner 
never loses sight of the wider society, and 
his own research conducted in Britain 
points to the conclusion that ‘children come 
to develop racial attitudes as a normal 
consequence of their socialisation within a 
society where prejudiced racial attitudes are 
widely held’. 

Much has changed in the 10 years since 
the first edition; Dr Milner records a greater 
confidence amongst black children to reject 
those demeaning definitions of themselves 
offered by the white society. However, 
racism, and especially institutional racism, 
remains, and Dr Milner is sceptical of 
attempts to introduce multi-cultural 
curricula into schools without confronting 
the issue of racism. In the final chapter of 
Children and Race Dr Milner criticises half- 
hearted attempts at multi-cultural 
education and offers valuable insights 
about improving what can be taught in our 
schools as a genuine education ‘against 
racial prejudice. 

Yisrael Gutman’s The Jews of Warsaw, 
1939-1943 (Harvester Press, £22.50, 
translated from Hebrew by Ina Friedman) 
is a monumental piece of scholarship, 
which is destined to become the classic 


history of the Jewish resistance to nazism in 
Warsaw. Moreover, Professor Gutman’s 
record of that fateful history is possibly 
timely with the trial of Klaus Barbie soon to 
start. At the last major trial of a nazi war 
criminal, that of Adolf Eichman, a leading 
political analyst, Hannah Arendt, used the 
occasion to write a controversial book 
suggesting that the Jews of Europe went 
meekly to their deaths with hardly a 
protest. Gutman’s painstaking 
documentation of how, against the odds, 
the resistance was organised and how its 
bravery was doomed should serve as a 
moving reminder, lest another journalist, 
with an eye on publicity and the best sellers 
list, should try to follow in the steps of 
Arendt. 

Christopher Husbands has produced a 
technical book with his Racial 
Exclusionism: the urban support of the 
National Front (George Allen and Unwin). 
Husbands, basing his analysis principally 
upon public opinion surveys, seeks to 
explain why NF support is greater in some 
areas than others: why, for example, the 
NF has traditionally obtained better results 
in certain parts of the East End of London 
than other parts, and why the East End 
anyway has been such a fruitful ground for 
the fascists. Husbands argues that the 
particular political traditions of localities 
must be taken into account. However, his 
arguments will probably appeal more to the 
specialist than the average reader, who may 
find the analysis of questionnaires 
somewhat arid and Dr Husband’s style of 
presentation unduly formidable. 





THE LADY VANISHES 





In the last three years a new name has 
appeared on the spines of books about 
spying and the red menace. The name 
is Nigel West, but this is only a pen 
name; in reality the author is Rupert 
Allason, son of a Tory MP and himself 
a prospective Conservative candidate 
for the London constituency of 
Battersea at the last General Election. 

With the publication of two histories of 
British Intelligence from the turn of the 
century to the post-war years he has built 
up a reputation somewhat akin to that 
formerly held by Fleet Street features writer 
and author Chapman Pincher. Pincher was 
known for his close links with leaky right- 
wing British Intelligence sources and for 
his sympathy with their views. One of 
Pincher’s close contacts was George K. 
Young, former deputy head of MI6 and a 
leading light in the Tory racist and anti- 
semitic right. 


Soviet agents 


Perhaps Mr Allason has an interest in the 
cinema, especially in films of the Hitchcock 
spy thriller genre. These films, currently 
enjoying a revival on Channel 4, included 
the classic spy thriller set in central Europe, 
The Lady Vanishes. When Allason, 48 
hours before the release of the second batch 
of the Mosley papers, was given space in 
The Times for a feature article, he could 
well have chosen that title for the piece. 
Instead it was headed ‘‘Moscow’s moles 
and the nazi spy’’. The drive of the article 
was to claim that certain of the Mosley 
papers were being withheld to protect not 
pro-nazi sympathisers in the pre-war British 
establishment but a circle of Soviet agents 
controlled by the late Roger Hollis, one- 
time boss of British Intelligence who since 
his death has become the target for right- 
wing historians and politicos — the dead 
cannot answer back. 

Allason claimed in the article that the 
convicted spy Tyler Kent was not a nazi 
agent at all, but was working for the Soviet 
Union. He had been recruited during his 
diplomatic service at the US embassy in 
Moscow, and when he came to the London 
embassy he was protected by Hollis and his 
circle. 

The Kent case was one of the most 
important spy scandals of the Second 
World War (see Searchlight 77 and 81). 
Tyler Kent, the son of a very wealthy 
American family, was a cipher clerk in the 
US Embassy in London, and passed out 
_ 1,500 top secret cables to his contact which 

were then sent via the Italian Embassy in 
London to Germany. It was vital 
information for the nazis during the period 
when Britain stood alone awaiting invasion. 
The Italians were useful because they were 
still neutral, so apart from financing 
Mosley they also ran a spy clearing house. 

The vanishing lady in Allason’s piece — 


Anna Wolkoff (right). 








not a word of her appears anywhere in the 
article — is Anna Wolkoff, the daughter of 
a white Russian admiral, and fanatically 
pro-nazi and anti-Jewish. As one of the 
society beauties of pre-war London she had 
been recruited by the nazis’ Welt Dienst 
(World Service) to infiltrate London society 
and recruit pro-nazi sympathisers — not 
only from Mosley’s Blackshirts but through 
the Link and the Anglo-German Fellowship 
with their establishment connections. The 
Welt Dienst had been set up by a Dr 
Siegfried Schonenberg in 1926, seven years 
before Hitler came to power, and was later 
run by nazi Intelligence and Dr Goebbels’ 
Ministry of Propaganda. Its role was to 
recruit and set up a world wide system for 
spying and sabotage for the future. 
Eventually Kent and Wolkoff were 
caught (so much for his having Hollis’s 
protection) and given long prison sentences. 
After the war she stayed on in London, still 
in contact with post-war nazi groups, and 


Kent vanished back home — not to 
Moscow Centre as one would imagine if 
one is to be taken in by Allason’s claims, 
but to America where the BBC Newsnight 
programme found him and interviewed him 
last year. He is still an unrepentent pro-nazi 
and anti-semitic thinker. This is true to such 
an extent that he raised the interest both of 
our own Britische Historiker David Irving 
who wrote about him in his magazine Focal 
Point, and of the Institute for Historical 
Review in California which sought Kent out 
and invited him to become one of its 
speakers. If he is a KGB man he is doing a 
very fine job on Moscow’s behalf and must 
have reached the rank of Marshall of the 
Soviet Union by now. Or could it be that 
Rupert Allason, aka Nigel West, has just 
taken one free handout too many from 
British Intelligence, and because of The 
Times’ abject failure to check the story has 
left everyone with a large amount of egg on 
their faces. 


News in Brief 
e@ TORY MP ACCUSED OF RACISM 


Andrew Mackay, the Tory MP for East 
Berkshire, has been accused of conducting a 
racist election campaign. The East Berkshire 
Labour Party claim that Mackay conducted a 
racist campaign in the 1976 Stechford by- 
election. They have discovered leaflets and press 
cuttings from his campaign, and given them to 
The Times. 

In the campaign Mackay advocated stopping 
all immigration in the interests of ‘‘good race 
relations in the future’’. He recently said that he 
stood by his views. 

“Mrs Thatcher backed me completely and it 
has been implemented in government policy 
now’’. (Bracknell Times 1.12.83.) 


@ POLICE ‘‘BEAT UP FAMILY’? CLAIM 


Police are investigating a claim that police in 
Birmingham beat up a 16-year-old Asian boy and 
his parents. The juvenile has appeared before 
magistrates on a charge of taking a motor vehicle 
without authorisation. 

The boy’s father said that two policemen came 
into their house in Small Heath and started to 
beat the lad. 

‘‘We heard him screaming and when we went 
to intervene they started to beat us as well. My 
wife was punched on her ear, which started to 
bleed’’, he said. 

The boy was later treated at Birmingham 
Accident Hospital for injuries. 

Labour Councillor for Sparkhill, Mr Amir 
Khan, has taken the case up. (Evening Mail 
17.12.83.) 





UNITED THEY STAND 


THE LATEST issue of Campus, the self-styled 
“alternative student magazine” has reached 


“ up, and as to be expected of any enterprise 
~~» 


orn originally in the mind of former 
Conservative student leader Peter Young, it 
is singularly distasteful, containing the 
predictable article in support of the South 
_ African regime, adverts for the Coalition for 
Peace through Security and the like. 
Interestingly, editor Simon Clark’s name 
recently appeared on the editorial board of 
Soviet Labour Review, run by George Miller, 
British representative of the NTS (see 
below). Perhaps this is not surprising, as 
Campus founder Peter Young is also a close 
associate of Miller, who did Young’s PR 
work round Fleet St back in 1979 when 
Young was arrested in Poland for 
smuggling. 


* % * 
DIVIDED THEY FALL (OUT) 


THE current ructions dividing the National 
Front has produced some sad casualties on 
the fringes of the main battleground. 

Steve Brady, for instance, whose political 
sojourn has led him to end up on the losing 
side so often, just couldn’t make up his 
mind this time. After first siding with the 
Griffin/Pearce rebels, indecision struck and 
he deserted them. As a result the knives are 
out, and lan Anderson is shopping around 
for any dirt that can be turned up on Brady. 
Poor old lan — if only he knew he was next 
for the chop. 


* % ¥ 
THE MASK OF ANARCHY 


POOR old Stuart Christie. The veteran 
anarchist publisher and writer seems finally 
to have fallen off the edge. After we gave 
his recent book The /nvestigative Researchers 
Handbook a rather less than flattering review 
last year, he retaliated with a testy piece in 
Anarchy (published under the psuedonym 
‘Sniper’) claiming amongst other things, 
that Searchlight was run by MI5, and that its 
staff, who spent most of their time burgling 
people’s houses, were generally an 
untrustworthy and suspect group. of 
political gangsters. We didn’t bother to 
reply — as we didn’t when many of the 
spicy tales he told were first printed in the 
far-right and nazi journals from which he 
lifted them. 

But now he seems to have gone off the 
rails completely, and in the latest issue of 
Anarchy, prints letters about Search/ight from 
characters like David Irving and lan Souter 
Clarence. From his letter, Irving had clearly 
been approached for his views on 
Searchlight, and he duly describes one of our 
reporters as ‘‘a twenty-two carat swine”. 
(High praise indeed from such quarters!) 
Souter Clarence begins his letter “Dear 





sir/comrade — delete whichever does not 
apply” (neither is deleted) and in it argues, 
laughably, that he knew nothing of the 
alleged terrorist activities of the two 
German nazis arrested at his home last year, 
and whom he now describes as ‘odious 
little criminals”. An editorial footnote says 
that pending more verifiable evidence 
“Anarchy is keeping an open mind on the 
matter’. Well, while the world waits with 
baited breath for Anarchy to make up its 
mind, here are a couple of verifiable facts 
for Christie to digest: Souter Clarence is 
now known to have visited Ulrich Tillman, 
one of the “odious little criminals”, in prison 
while he awaited extradition. And Tillman’s 
father has recently been visiting Souter 
Clarence in Dorset. Christie’s record of 
accuracy in this matter is singularly 
unimpressive: again in Anarchy, he initially 
blamed the bombings of which Tillman and 
Co. are now accused on left-wing groups in 
Germany. 

There was a time when. left-wing 
publications would not have dreamt of 
providing a public platform to known nazis, 
particularly for the purpose of attacking 
anti-fascists. Times have clearly changed. 

Christie’s sources for most of his article 
on Searchlight are interesting. Apart from 
Focal Point, and the NF Constitutional 
Movement’s Excalibur, from which he lifted 
material, some of his other smears have 
come from a right-winger linked to the 
Russian emigre organisation NTS (which 
collaborated with the nazis during the 
invasion of the Soviet Union) and a former 
Special Branch informer in the anti-fascist 
movement uncovered by Searchlight. But 
none of the right-wing smears he so happily 
flings around prevent him from doing what 
he has been doing for so long — lifting 
information about the far-right from 
Searchlight. A large photo of Souter 
Clarence which illustrates his letter is taken, 
without credit naturally, from one of our 
earlier issues. 

If Mr Christie is really concerned about 
exposing the role of ‘agents’ on the left, he 
might take a careful look through the list of 
recent contributors to Anarchy, dwelling 
upon the character who has been busy 
elsewhere trying to sniff out information on 
the Militant Tendency. ‘Nuff said? 


* % * 


GETTING IT RIGHT 


COULD it have been something we said in 
our December issue which prompted Roger 
Scruton to use his column in 7he Times 
(20.12.83) to write on ‘‘Left, right: putting 
things straight’? 

The theme is old and stale: Communism 
and fascism are really the same thing, and it 
is a ‘disease of the intellect” which leads 
some to “the absurd conclusion that the 
National Front is ‘on the extreme right’.”” 

But, as though responding to popular 
demand, he decides to clear up the question 
“where do | stand?” And the answer is 
predictable — in some respects on the left; 
in others, on the right. “I hope”, you can 
almost hear him thinking, “‘people aren't 
calling me a fascist’. 

Changing the subject, he moves on to a 
brief description of “the distinction that 
aligns, for example, Nicaragua with the 
Soviet Union, and Turkey with the West”. 
“For us” he says, politics is about making 
opposition possible. ‘For them” it is about 
rooting out and silencing opposition. This 
might sound a little odd to the hundreds of 
trade unionists and socialists, many 


undergoing torture, who are presently 
incarcerated by the Turkish military regime, 
or on trial for their lives for activities which 
would be considered perfectly normal in 
democratic regimes. Turkey under the 
generals is a country for which Roger 
Scruton seems to have an odd affection. 
His 7imes column (every Tuesday) was 
offered to him, apparently, to balance the 
weekly contribution by New Socialist editor 
James Curran. Curran has since been 
dumped for writing material of which 7he 
Times disapproved. Scruton at 7he Times, 
John Vincent at the Sun. Strange things are 


happening at Rupert Murdoch's 
newspapers. 

* * % 
EYES RIGHT 


WE ARE grateful to the anonymous 
journalist of the Mai/ on Sunday who pointed 
out that the Mr and Mrs |. Ingrams listed as 
guests on the Anglo-German Fellowship 
dinner list we published in December, are in 
fact ma and pa to Private Eye editor Richard 
Ingrams. 


* * * 


BLOATING THE FIGURES 


FUN and games recently at a meeting in 
Birmingham organised by the British 
National Party. Party Fuhrer John Tyndall 
wowed his audience (of a few dozen) with a 
parade of thirty or so individuals who, he 
claimed, were a new wave of local recruits 
to the party. Good job, though, that he kept 
them quiet or their accents might have 
given the game away: almost all of them 
had been shipped in from further afield, 
including a number from Manchester. 
Tyndall is all set to emerge from the 
current NF infighting looking just like the 
pompous old poser he has become. After 
thundering from Spearhead for so long that 
the obstacle to ‘“‘nationalist unity’’ was the 
portly figure of Martin Webster, he is now, 
with Webster's departure, coming under 
pressure to “put up or shut up”. Of course, 
the real reasons are quite different and there 
is no way he is going to throw in his lot with 
a bunch of radical-sounding Strasserites. It 
will soon become all too clear that the real 
obstacle to unity is not Martin Webster — 
but John Tyndall, a very puffed up minnow 
in an extremely small and shrinking pond. 


% * * 


JUST A WORKER? 


DON’T say we can't admit a mistake. In 
December we reported that Leicester 
nazi Ray Hill was manoeuvering to dump 
the impending bankruptcy of solicitor Tony 
Reed Herbert's knitwear firm onto the “bent 
brief’s” shoulders, by claiming that he, Hill, 
had only ever been an employee of the 
company, and was nct responsible for its 
debts. In fact, as an anonymous 
correspondent points out to us, when Hill 
contested Leicester West for the British 
National Party in the June election last year, 
his election address described him as “a 
director of a local knitwear firm”, a 
description which may yet return to haunt 
him — in the unwelcome guise of DHSS and 
Customs and Excise investigators. 
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WEBSTER AXED IN FRIDAY 13TH COUP 


THE latest battle for the soul of the National Front has 
moved into a new phase, with Martin Webster having his 
membership suspended by the emergent Strasserite 
leadership, and with the possibility of further expulsions 


in the offing. 


Webster, sacked from his full- 
time post as Activities Organiser 
just before Christmas, was 
suspended from the party at a secret 
executive committee meeting on 
Friday 13 January — the night 
before a national organisers’ 
conference from which he was 
consequently barred. His 
suspension was ostensibly for 
circulating a document attacking the 
Griffin/Pearce faction who 
engineering the coup which cost him 
his job. 

In this document Webster challenges 
the legality of his dismissal and argues 
that having been employed by the party 
for so long, he has certain employment 
rights which have been breached. This is 
clearly a warning to Directorate 
members that if they really intend 
dumping him it is going to cost them 
plenty. 

But the bulk of his document is taken 
up with explaining the political 
background to his sacking and — as 
Searchlight revealed last month — it 


The bein revolution 


Above: Aising; left, the Griffin/Pearce 
‘resignation’ letter. 


revolves around the fact that certain 
figures in the leadership, including 
Pearce and Griffin, have teamed up with 
the London-based gang of Italian right- 
wing terrorists. 

As evidence, Webster cites two 
meetings which took place, under the 
auspices of Candour and Rising 
magazines, at the Hampshire home of 
Candour stalwart Rosine de Bounevialle 
where this alliance was forged. Senior 
NF members led by Griffin and Pearce 
and Italian NAR (Armed Revolutionary 
Nucleii) fugitives agreed to set up joint 
ideological training courses. 

For some time it has been suspected 
that the Italians were involved in Rising 
(‘‘a booklet for the political soldier’’) 
which has been distributed semi- 
clandestinely throughout the right over 
the last two years, and which clearly 
echoes the politics of the Third Position 
group to which many of them belonged 
in Italy. The Italian authorities tried to 
have them extradited on _ terrorism 
charges two years ago but the attempt 
failed when magistrates threw out a 
badly prepared case. They are still 


Boots Pearce hares and Nic 
(below). 


wanted on the same charges in Italy 
however, and face arrest if they return 
home. 

Key NF figures in the publication of 
Rising were: 
@ Derek Holland, an NF member from 
Huntingdon from an Irish Catholic 
family. A confirmed Strasserite, he 
wrote the Nationalism Today 
supplement on Palestine last year which 
was financed from Arab sources. 
@ Paul Matthews, a former member of 
Cardiff and Leicester NF branches, and 
a parliamentary candidate in Nuneaton. 
In the post-Webster shake-up he was 
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For over 15 years, the members and supporters of the National Front have been in tne 
forefront of the fight to preserve our Race and Nation, enduring violence, intimidation 
and many personal hardships in the vrocess. This dedication has built the National 


Already, one member, who has been totally loyal to the National Front since he joined 
in 1974, but who did not vote"the right way" inthe election as teen suspended for 


writing a letter acter Martin Webster in “Nationalism Tod; 
—€ inclats Martin % 


— above criticis: a 


. Nobody in the Party 


epeter, “urthes tc t.ic, Nartin Webster 


oyal members wno had attended perfectly urn one’s and very 


pot cao Varkiares ozganis:” bv 


containing ae sucee aS 
the only *hir 


sizing an¢ Caninur magazines, just because they were 
not organied by hin or pee, he could control. 
l@ stories about these seminars, but the fact remains that 

‘«7ong" with ther was that he wasn't invite’. we are sure that you will 


He will no doubt send out long letters 


not be Sty “in by the =mTears and lies he is bound to resort to in attacking us, but 
if you would lits +o “mow the trath abut this particulier tatter, we sugsest you write 
+o Miss Rosine 2e B3ounevialle, Forest House, Liss Forest, Liss, Hants, for an independent 


view. 





appointed the NF’s legal adviser. A 
former law student, he has twice failed 
his final exams, but became an articled 
clerk to the ill-fated Leicester law firm of 
Reed Herbert and Gegan. He is a close 
friend of Derek Holland, and like him, 
is a fanatical Catholic. 

Holland, using the psuedonym 
Richard Murphy, has been editing 
Rising from its inception. Matthews 
contributed an article on feudalism to 
one of its early issues. 

NF branch organisers have been 
receiving Rising unsolicited through the 
post — prompting suspicions that a list 
of addresses from headquarters was 
being used. Webster raised the question 
with Ian Anderson, but this dull office 
functionary dismissed it as unimportant. 

Anderson may soon wish he had acted 
with a little more concern: word from 
the Griffin/Pearce camp which is, 
temporarily at least, running the Front, 
is that Anderson is next in line for the 
axe, just as soon as Webster’s departure 
has been sewn up. Anderson has never 
shone as an ideologue, and in fact has no 
distinctive views of his own. His route to 
the top has involved blending in with 
whichever view has been in the 
ascendancy. The new leadership rightly 
regards him with suspicion. 

Contact with the Italians was also 
maintained through the NF’s former 
Central London organiser, Michael 
Walker, now editor of Scorpion 
(formerly National Democrat). As 
Searchlight revealed last September, 
Walker and Nick Griffin were involved 
in the Heritage Tours sightseeing 
company — along with wanted Italian 
Roberto Fiore. Fiore, wanted in Italy on 
a number of charges including 


BR ee 


Michael Walker. 


APPE ¥ ey IX = BE POLITICAL Bach. GROUND 
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these matters came to me in dribe and drabs and that shots plus the seeming}; seen feres mature of the 


organisation and its activities gave me 


grounds for consternation. The ‘Declaration 


Toyalty' which the 


NP Constitution requires all officers ofS the NF to sign insists ia NP officials rae “the whole” of their 


political eee to the 
ship of the party, 
NP members with outeide organisations not e: 


'. je never been @ member of any f 
and have always and openly opposed #11 factional activities or secretive associations by 

eee approved of by the Directorate. 
late August, September and October 1983 the following items of information came to me: 


faction in the whole of my 14 years' member 


During the course of 


2. (a) That the above-mentioned eran: of abe (including a man called Roberto Piore) had set up an 


English-language magazine called 


may have some kind of 

de Bounevialle publishes C: 
Bllowed the people connected w: 
(c) That the Ris 
offices of Dere! and, 


jour fron her large house in 
ising to convene “ideological t raining » 


appears that at she 
eminars" at her 


pears. = a contact with National Front people ore thro ee Ly 
NP member, @ keen “Catholic Counter Reformations 4 oe ia 


of 
Candour and a versenet isan of Bet de Bounevialle who has stayed at her mode on Pic nt oocesions 
of 


Guring_ the e 
fan ee london NF Branch, 
‘let. Mr. 


‘talians also established contact with the recent ex-Organise: 
mitnner Walker and one of them, for a while was a tenant in 


ao Pinlioo 


. Walker is Biitor of Scorpion Ge Zational Be) and Herm i toegpe gone to the 


ian on & working holiday. Either ‘ough Hi 


ians came into contact 


with NP Directorate member Mick Griffin and ibe Tt o itelien resident at "valker's flat (Piore) formed a 


‘London Guide' business relationship with 6: 


Martin Webster (left) and (right) his reply to his enemies. Below left, Roberto Fiore 


and right, lan Anderson. 


attempted murder, lived with Walker at 
his flat in Warwick Square in London. 
Webster is now claiming that this flat 
was an important meeting point in the 
conspiracy to take over the Front. 

But the Rising and Candour meetings 
have not just been confined to Italians 
and NF members. A meeting last August 
organised by Matthews and Griffin, at 
which those present were pledged to 
secrecy, was attended not only by Pat 
Harrington, Tom Acton and Peter 
Shepherd of the NF, but also by three 
members of John Tyndall’s British 
National Party. It is thought that 
through “these ‘seminars’ the organisers 
intended to recruit a nazi ‘elite’ from 
across the extreme-right spectrum. 

When it dawned on Webster what was 
happening, he confronted Griffin at a 
Directorate meeting. Griffin was 
censured, at Webster’s insistence, after 
admitting to secret contacts with the 
Italians, for which he apologised. In the 
event, however, he was only buying time 


Paul Matthews. 


until his well-orchestrated joint 
resignation with Joe Pearce in, 
November which led to the Directorate 
sacking Webster. 

At the January organisers’ conference 
the Front’s new political direction was 
made clear. Economic policy will now be 
unashamedly Strasserite; local populist 
grass roots campaigns will replace 
election work; and further ‘‘ideological 
seminars’? conducted jointly with the 
Italian fugitives were announced by Joe 
Pearce. Rising was openly on sale. At 
the same time an ambitious 
reorganisation of the party was 
announced, to include a central London 
headquarters, computerised records and 
a £15,000 printing press. All this will of 
course cost a lot of money — but maybe 
that is where the Italians can help. 


Petrone loses appeal 
ITALIAN right-winger Luciano 


Petrone has lost his appeal 
against extradition from Britain 
where he was arrested over a year 
ago. 

Wanted by the Italian police for 
the murder of two police officers in 
Rome, he is also suspected of having 
been involved in the massive bank 
raid at Marbella in Spain during 
Xmas 1982. 

He is known to have been an 
associate of the NAR cell in London, 
which has recently allied itself with 
the new leadership of the NF, and to 
have been in contact with them in this 
country before his arrest in London 
by anti-terrorist police. 
























in protest against the Second 
Reform Act, which enfranchised the _ 


male working-class. In 1977, a group 


of Conservative academics and 
others, most of whom had present 
_Or past connections with Peterhouse - 
College, Cambridge, set up a 


society, the Salisbury Group, in 
_ memory of the Marquis, to Promote 
_ traditionalist Conservative ideas. 
The _ signifi ince of the ‘Salisbury 
Group is that its members consciously 
opposed (and oppose) the ‘‘New 
Conservatism” of the Thatcher Tory 











Party, and particularly its concentration — 
_ on what they regard as 


19th Century 
economic liberalism, with allits geached 


thetoric of freeing the citizen from the 


__ shackles of the state. In his introduction 
to the Salisbury Group’s first public 


pronouncement (a collection of 


_ Conservative Essays, published in 1978), 
Maurice Cowling (a Fellow. of 
Peterhouse) stated unambiguously: “ “tis 
not freedom that Conservatives want: 





__ what they want is the sort of freedom — 


that will maintain existing inequalities or 
_restore lost ones”. 


Similarly, in the same book, 


Peterhouse graduate Peregrine 


_ Worsthorne of the Sunday Telegraph 


_ criticised the Thatcherite Conservative - 


Party for its concentration on freedom: 


“The spectre haunting most ordinary  , 


_ people is neither that of a totalitarian 
state nor of Big Brother, but of other 
ordinary people being allowed to run 
wild. What they are worried about is 
_ crime, violence, disorder in the schools, 
promiscuity, idleness, pornography, 
football hooliganism, vandalism and 
urban terrorism’’. 
Government, therefore, ‘authority 
should be the by-word — not freadem 


Obligation to be ruled — 


- Other contributors to the Conservative 


Essays volume — most of whom wrote 
on similar lines — were Edward Norman _ 
(Dean of Peterhouse, and author of a 
series of Reith Lectures attacking church | 
involvement in politics), George Gale — 
(Daily Express columnist, another 
Peterhouse Graduate) and Roger _ 
Scruton (former Peterhouse Fellow and 
now a lecturer at Birkbeck College, 
London). Scruton is probably the most __t! 
important member of the Salisbury _ 
Group, for a number of reasons. First,he _ 
has outlined the Group's ideas at book. 
length, in The Meaning of Conservatism — 


For the next © 


project” 


_ the counter-attack to Ae campaig 


_ order to take t 


RECAP No.23)| PETERHOUSE BLUE 


- ‘The first major political act of the 
_ Third Marquis of Salisbury was to 
___ resign from the Government in 1866 


ohn — = as “the Conservative 


conceives it”. 


Further, Scruton’ has done more than - 






any other Salisbury Group member to | fe 


_prosletyse its ideas. For overa year now, 


he has had a regular Tuesday column in 


_ The Times, in which he thunders against 
_ sexual liberalism, progressive education 


and local government, and for hereditary 
peerages and the reduction in the role of 
democratically elected institutions. And 
in 1982, he co-founded the Group’s 
journal Salisbury Review, in which he has - 


written in favour of the military 


government of Turkey, and the revival of 
conscription, = 






many potential and actual Tory 







might well discover that what worries 
them most about contemporary Britain 
was not so much the lack of freedom as 
its excessive abundance; not so much the 
threat of dictatorship as the reality of 
something unpleasantly close to chaos 
. and for Mrs Thatcher to tell a party 
indignant at the collapse of all forms of 
authority, and longing for the smack of 
firm Government, that the country is 
suffering from a lack of liberty makes her 
seem out of touch with reality ... The 
urgent need today is for the state to 
regain control over “the people”. 
Peregrine Worsthorne, in 
Conservative Essays (1978). 



















But Scrutee'e mou Important. action 
was to found the Conservative 


Philosophy Group. which has hosted a 


number of discussions, attracting a 


veritable galaxy of right-wing notables 
{including Enoch Powell, Peter Bauer, 


Lord Dacre, Paul Johnson, Julian ~ | 


and indeed Mrs Thatcher herse 


discuss | socio-political questions. The 
title of an article revealing the CPG’s | 
activities — published in The Times 
(31.1.83) — was “Who ie For Mrs - 

- Thatcher?” : 
And, finally, ee is. Intienarely 
involved with a pet Salisbury Group _ 

to counter CND. The 
y authority”. 






Conservative Philosophy Group plann 
the General Synod of the 


England to take up a unilateralist stance, _ 


and Scruton was one of the instigators 
of the Academic Council for 
Freedom, which: 











(1980), in which he described economic Aleks 


_ liberalism of the Thatcherite stampasno of 
-| fess than “the principle enemy of 

| Conservatism’, going on to argue that _ 
ervative “seeks Sage all 


“the true ( 








fen Samoceacy itself, he. wenton, “can _ 









be discarded without — to the = _ family 


supporters — and others besides — one | 












| John Casey (co-founder with Scruton of _ 
the CPG) bemoaned the fact that the 
Conservative Party’s new-found _ 
commitment to “a version of.classic __ 
laissez-faire liberalism” had caused it to __ 
_ forget “how to use the language of state 









Peregrine Worsthorne, Casey went on to 


_ language custom and race”, mor 












que” bind ‘the ‘uled to ‘their. 


rulers. This sense of national identity, _ 
_ Cowling went on, “may in places already _ 
have been eroded” by “the inmigration 


of alien communities”. - 
This theme has continued to. be 


exploited by the Salisbury Group. Inone _ 


of a series of pamphlets, titled The O/d _ 


People of Lambeth, Spectator columnist __ 
_ Charles Moore undertook a series of 
__ interviews with unnamed pensioners in _ 


/f one were to ata into the Seiiles of : Brixton, drawing conclusions - like the 


following: 


"One of the deepest foolings: which 
_ emerges more gradually in the course of 
__ conversation, is that white English life _ 
_has a richness and civilisation which | 
West Indian life lacks. People have told _ 


me how they were brought up being | 


proud of their country, and how they _ 


were taught dignity and ecipion. te for = _ 


their poverty”. 


~ Cultural difficulties 


But the Group‘s most wily toe 
| statement on the subject of race was 
| contained in the first issue of th 







Salisbury Review (Autumn 1982), in whic 





and nation’, until, that is, “recent happy _ . 


events altered things for the moment” - 
(those “happy 
the Falkland Islands). 








y events” taking piace on 
Reiterating 


say that the Falklands War was not about __ 






abstract principles, but about the fect 


that “the Falklanders were British . » by 










indeed, than Black Englishmen, who 
possessed such cultural difficulties as 
Yan extraordinary resentment wards 





Casey’ s conclusion 
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ROUND-UP 





Part 2 in our series ‘What’s happening on the American right’. 


KKK — a shadow of its 
former self 


While nazism has remained on the 
margins of the American right, the 
main form of militant racism in the 
United States remains the Ku Klux 
Klan. The Klan traces itself back to 
1865, but the original organisation 
had ceased to exist by 1872. 
Reformed in 1915, it has since had a 
long and troubled history in which 
periods of growth and extensive 
activity have been followed by long 
periods of relative quiescence. 

At its peak, in the mid-1920s, it was 
over three million strong but by the end 
of the decade most had left and, despite 
sporadic attempts at revival, the KKK 
has remained a shadow of its former 
self. Today, split into three main groups 
and many lesser ones, it is at most ten 
thousand strong, and that this is double 
the size of ten years ago is a comment 
on its overall weakness rather than its 
power. Weak as it is, however, the Klan 
has been more successful than many 
other racist groups, and its different 
factions tell us a great deal about the 
state of the American far right. 

Of the main groupings, the oldest is 
Robert Shelton’s United Klans of 
America (UKA). Formed at the 
beginning of the ‘60s, it is far smaller 
now than it once was, and is both less 
publicity-conscious and older in its 
membership than its more recently 
formed rivals. Centred in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, and producing a_ paper 
entitled The Fiery Cross, its main 
branches — or Klaverns as they are 
known — are in South Carolina, 
Alabama, Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Virginia, Indiana and Florida. 

The Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
. (KKKK) was formed in 1974 and in its 
early years was led by a former nazi, 
David Duke, who had the unusual 
characteristic for a Klan leader of being a 
history graduate in his 20s. While Duke 
obtained a great deal of media coverage, 
often appearing as an attractive and 


articulate young man who deplored 
violence and bigotry, he could not 
succeed in building a mass movement 
and in 1980 he resigned, forming instead 
a National Association for the 
Advancement of White People. 
Leadership of the Knights, and control 
of its paper, The Crusader — now The 
White Patriot — passed to another 
former nazi, Don Black, subsequently 
imprisoned for his part in a planned 
invasion of the Caribbean island of 
Dominica. 





Bill Wilkinson and friends. 





The other main Klan faction, the 
Louisiana-based Invisible Empire, 
Knights of the KKK, originated in a 
1975 split in the Knights, in which Bill 
Wilkinson broke away from Duke to set 
up the new group. By the end of the 
‘70s, projecting a violent image summed 
up by bodyguards toting submachine 
guns, the Invisible Empire had overtaken 
the Knights in numbers but has more 
recently hit upon serious trouble with 


the revelations of the WNashville 
Tennessean that Wilkinson was in fact a 
long-time FBI informant. Although 
Wilkinson claimed he had only given the 
Bureau information anyone could have 
found out, the organisation has been 
seriously damaged by the allegation. 
While it and its paper, The Klansman, 
continue in existence, one recent 
account has suggested that it is in the 
process of disintegration. 

Outside the main groupings are 
perhaps as many as dozens of smaller 
factions. Some are splinters from the 
larger groups, such as the California 
Knights of the KKK, whose leader, 
Tom Metzger, gained the Klan 
publicity in 1980 by running for office as 
an. official Democratic Party 
congressional candidate. Others are the 
remnants of old Klan organisations, like 
James Venable’s Georgia-based 
National Knights of the KKK, which 
dates back to 1960. Most, however, are 
small local groups. 

The Klan throughout its history has 
been linked with violence including 
murder, and the modern Klan is no 
different. In November 1979 five left- 
wing demonstrators were shot dead by a 
group of Klansmen and nazis in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, while in 
Alabama a Klansman has just been 
found guilty of a racial murder. 
Members of different Klan groups have 
been imprisoned for numerous offences, 
including planning to blow up a 
Nashville synagogue and wounding four 
black women with shotgun blasts in 
Tennessee. The Invisible Empire, the 
Knights and other groups have also 
been involved in paramilitary training 
activities. 

In some ways the Klan has changed 
since the 1920s. Then it was not only 
anti-black but also anti-Catholic, an 
aspect it has now dropped. The old Klan 
organised women in auxiliary 
organisations, and ‘Klansladies’ were 
often restricted to sewing Klansmen’s 






14 


INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND UP 


FRANCE 


Rightists attack 
Talbot strikers 


VIOLENT confrontations at the 
Talbot factory in Poissy near Paris 
in early January left 57 workers 
injured, of which 19 were 
hospitalised and caused Fr8 million 
worth of damage to the factory after 
a provocative intervention by a 
small right-wing anti-immigrant 
trade union confederation. 
Talbot-Poissy has the largest number 
of immigrant workers in any French 
factory: 53 per cent of the workforce, 
most of them from Morocco. Early in 
the morning of 5 January striking 
workers occupying Block BS of the 
works were viciously attacked by non- 
strikers, most of them members of the 
CSL (Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions). This bosses’ union, created out 
of the extreme right-wing CFT 
(Confederation of Trade Unions) has 
maintained a reign of terror over the 
predominantly immigrant workforces of 
Peugot, Citroen and Talbot factories, 
forcing gifts from them on return from 
holidays, and enjoying many perks, but 
above all, preventing any other union 


from organising until 1982. In one 
notorious incident, a CGT (Communist- 
led French Confederation of Trade 
Unions) picket, Pierre Le Maitre, was 
shot dead by a CSL member during a 
dispute in Trims in 1977. 

Resistance to CSL intimidation and to 
the overt racism suffered by workers in 
the plants it dominated led to a strike 
last spring in the Citroen plant, 
culminating in victory and the workers 
right to choose their own union. 

The recent dispute at Talbot was 
provoked by the management’s decision 
to lay off 1,905 workers, the majority of 
whom were immigrants. Disagreements 
between the two major left-wing unions, 
the CGT and the (Socialist) CFDT 
inflamed an already tense situation. The 
CGT argued to protect the jobs of the 


se 


An armed right-winger is restrained at 
Poissy. 


remaining 17,000 workers given the 
fragile financial situation of the 
company and secure the maximum 
benefit for those workers made 
redundant. The CFDT, on the other 
hand, supported the minority of workers 
who refused any redundancies and were 
occupying the plant to the bitter end. 

At 7am on 5 January, about 1,000 
CSL heavies from all over the Paris 
region converged on the factory and 
attempted to storm the occupied B5 
Block. After several hours of fighting 
the CRS riot police were called in. With 
shouts of ‘‘Dirty Arabs’’, ‘‘We’ll kill 
you”’ and ‘‘Get out of France’’ and 
other racist abuse, the CSL workers, 
some armed with pistols, hurled pieces 
of machinery and car parts and brutally 
attacked anyone trying to leave the 
premises. The workers were finally 
evacuated by government officials who 
had been called in after the failure of the 
police to guarantee safe conduct to the 
workers of the Block. 

Management’s response was to close 
down Talbot-Poissy indefinitely and 
suspend workers without pay. 

For his part, the mayor of Poissy, a 
former member of CSL, called a 
demonstration backing the management 
the following day, which was supported 
by the CSL itself. 

With the uncertain future of Talbot 
and the risk of huge job losses, CSL 
militants have used the already tense 
situation to provoke racism amongst the 
French workforce and intimidate their 
immigrant colleagues. It remains to be 
seen if in fact Talbot collapses and what 
steps the government will take to secure 
the future for a// workers laid-off. 


Continued from previous page 


robes and other ‘feminine’ tasks. 
Nowadays, women are often given a 
more equal status, an innovation largely 
the work of Duke, and Black has 
claimed that women make up a third of 
Klan membership. 

The Klan also puts a strong emphasis 
on recruiting youth, the Knights 
boasting a Klan Youth Corps active in 
high schools and colleges, while the 
Invisible Empire organised a children’s 
camp in Alabama in which arms training 
was given. There has also been 
controversy over Klan groups in the 
armed forces, in the United States, in 
bases in German and in the Navy. 

The Klan in the ‘20s was anti-semitic, 
and this has deepened under the 
influence of neo-nazi ideology. Duke 
and Black are former nazis while other 
Klan figures, like the former Knights 
national organiser, Karl Hand, Jnr, have 
gone over to the nazi movement (in 
Hand’s case to the National Socialist 
Liberation Front). There have also been 
attempts to create a nazi-Klan alliance, 
notably in 1979 with the formation in 
North Carolina of the United Racist 


Front involving, amongst others, the 
National Socialist Party of America and 
two local Klan factions, the Invisible 
Empire Knights and the White Knights 
of Liberty. It was members of this link- 
up who were responsible for the 
Greensboro massacre. 

Estimates of the Klan’s size vary. The 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) has 
estimated it as eight to ten thousand, 
while the National Anti-Klan Network 
has suggested it is twelve to fifteen 
thousand. Another organisation, 
Klanwatch, has a similar figure to the 
ADL but divides up the figures 
differently. Where the ADL, in an 
extremely useful 1982 book Hate Groups 
in America, states that the UKA is the 
largest of the groups, Klanwatch 
estimates the Invisible Empire and the 
Knights at three thousand each, the 
small groups as approximately a 
thousand in all and the UKA between 
one and two thousand. More recently, 
an article in the American magazine, 
New Republic, notes that Wilkinson has 
stated, while recently filing for 
bankruptcy of the Invisible Empire, that 
it numbers only 1,800, and the writer 
suggests that even a total of eight 


thousand for all the Klan factions may 
be too high. 

Recent attempts at Klan unity have 
resulted in a Confederation involving 
Black of the Knights, Venable of the 
National Knights, Sam Bowers of the 
Mississippi-based White Knights 
(imprisoned in the 1960s for the murder 
of three civil rights workers), Edward 
Fields, a veteran fascist who recently 
launched his own New Order Knights of 
the KKK, and others. Black claimed that 
the unity gathering brought together 
four-fifths of Klan members in the USA, 
a proportion he exaggeratedly estimated 
at 60,000 members. But with both the 
UKA and the Invisible Empire outside 
the Confederation, let alone many of the 
lesser groups, Klan disunity remains a 
serious problem. 

As terrorist groups using violence 
against black people and white anti- 
racists, the Klan remains a threat in 
many parts of the United States. But as 
a potential area of growth for the 
American extreme right, it is far weaker 
than it was in the '20s or even the ‘60s. 
As we will see in the next issue, other 
American racist organisations have been 
even less successful. 





AUSTRALIA 


Fascist rock 
concert 


National Action, an Australian 
extreme rightist group, has recently 
organised a ‘Rock Against Reds’ 
concert which attracted a small 
number of punks and skinheads. 

The group has also opened a 
bookshop and office in Sydney and 
claims to have recruited an Italian fascist 
wanted for bombings in the early ’70s. 
National Action, which calls itself the 
‘Vanguard of the Revolutionary 
Nationalist Ideology’, has invited a 
representative of the French fascist 
organisation, the PFN (Parti des Forces 
Nouvelles) to tour Australia this year, an 
invitation which resulted from a recent 
tour of European fascist organisations 
by a National Action representative. 





























Murder trial 
called off 


Karl-Heinz Hoffman, leader of the 
paramilitary Hoffman Sports 
Group, is no longer to be tried for 
the murder of Shlomo Lewin and 
Frida Poeschke in 1980. 

The prosecution has concluded that, 









NEWS IN BRIEF 





e@ ASIAN FAMILY FORCED TO FLEE 
SWINDON 


An Asian family have left their home in Swindon 
after a racist attack. Rather than face further 
attacks on their home in the Parks estate, the 
family have left the country. Following a report 
in the local paper, the house was attacked again, 
and the windows broken. 

Thamesdown community relations officer 
Clive Norris is organising a meeting between 
local police, council officials, and tenants groups 
on the Parks estate to try and deal with the 
problem. He condemned a leaflet distributed by 
the Swindon Young National Front as 
‘horrific’ and ‘‘inflammatory’’. The leaflet has 
already been distributed on the estate. (Swindon 
Evening Advertiser 25.11.83.) 


@ ARSON ATTACKS IN BIRMINGHAM 


Two arson attacks on black people have occurred 
in Birmingham. 

In the first attack, two petrol bombs were 
hurled at a house in Eastfield Road, Bordesley 
Green. One smashed through the front window, 
soaking a settee and carpet. Luckily the paper 
fuse went out on impact with the window, and 
the fire bomb didn’t ignite. A second missile 
bounced off the front porch and landed in the 
garden. The attack occurred at 4.55am, when Mr 
Winston Baillie, his wife, and four children were 
asleep. Mr Baillie said: ‘“‘This was not a silly 
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BELGIUM 


Racist 
murder 









despite suspicious circumstances, there 
is insufficient evidence to convict. It is 
now believed that the actual murderer 
was a student member of the group, 
Uwe Behrendt, who has since committed 
suicide. Hoffman is presently in prison 
for the possession of weapons. 


Fascist election 
success 


Jean-Marie Le Pen, the veteran 
extreme rightist and leader of the 
Front National (FN) has gained 12 
per cent of the vote in a 
parliamentary by-election in 
Morbihan. 

This follows a FN vote of 17 per cent 
in a recent municipal by-election in 
Dreux and 9 per cent at Aulnay-sous- 
Bois. Le Pen was campaigning in an area 
which includes his birthplace, La Trinite 
sur Mer, where he attained 51 per cent of 
the vote. 


prank. Someone meant business’. The CID are 
investigating. 

In the second attack, Jasmin Hussain (25), and 
her 3-year-old daughter, Zara, were trapped in 
their home by smoke and flames. They were 
rescued by firemen after they had passed out 
from the affects of smoke. Fireman Paul Dixon 
ripped off his breathing mask to give them both 
oxygen. Jasmin and Zara were treated at 
Birmingham Accident Hospital, but later 
released. 

A fireman said that the fire, at Oakfield 
Avenue, Balsall Heath, was started deliberately. 
(Evening Mail 6.12.83 & 10.12.83.) 


@ NOVEMBER 9TH SMASH A WINDOW 


‘‘November 9th’’, the nazi group based in Milton 
Keynes, have claimed responsibility for smashing 
a window at the office of the Milton Keynes 
Mirror. An anonymous caller, claiming 
responsibility for the attack, said November 9th 
had done it because they’d been criticised in a 
MK Mirror article. (Milton Keynes Mirror 
27.11.83.) 


@ TORY MAYOR GREETS FAR-RIGHT 
DELEGATES 


A Conservative Mayor has secretly attended a 
conference of the ‘‘New Britain’ party. Robert 
Hetherington, Mayor of Ealing, welcomed New 
Britain conference delegates to his borough in 
October. When the matter eventually came to 
light he claimed to have known nothing of New 
Britain’s views, and that he had been ‘‘tricked’’. 
Ironically, Hetherington refused to attend the 
Brent show because representatives from the 
peace movement were there, and, he said, he 
wanted to avoid ‘‘political controversy’’. 





A Moroccan has been murdered and 
three others injured in an armed 
attack on a Brussels club. 

An anonymous phone call 
subsequently claimed the attack as an 
“action carried out against 
immigrants’? by the Belgian National 
Liberation Front. 


SWEDEN 


Nazi meeting 
broken up 


An attempt by the extreme right 
Scandinavian Cultural Organisation 
to hold a meeting in the town of 
Gothenberg has collapsed in the 
face of widespread local opposition. 

The room booking by the Cultural 
Organisation, a front for the small 
Scandinavian National Party, drew a 
thousand-strong counter-demonstration 
mobilising, among others, Holocaust 
survivors. Some of the demonstrators 
forcibly removed neo-nazis from the 
building, and the Organisation’s leader, 
Assar Oredsson, had to be escorted from 
the area in a police car. 


Southend Council has meanwhile voted to 
allow New Britain to hold its annual conference 
at their civic centre in March, despite protests 
from the Labour group on the council. (Ealing 
Gazette 2.12.83, Tribune 2.12.83.) 


@ SKINHEAD PUNCHED FOR RACIST 
TAUNT 


A National Front skinhead was punched after he 
shouted racist abuse. Clifford Warby (25), a 
musician, of Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, called 
Richard Seomore ‘‘a wog’’. In reply, Seomore 
punched Warby in the head. In mitigation for Mr 
Seomore, who was accused of causing actual 
bodily harm to Mr Warby, it was pointed out 
that Warby’s jacket bore the insignia of the 
National Front, and a white power emblem. 

Seomore (20), unemployed, of Westcliff, was 
sentenced to 150 hours community service. 

Two other men were cleared of attacking 
Warby, while a third, Malcolm Winter (26), of 
Westcliff, who is in prison, received a nine 
month sentence. (Southend Evening Echo 
7.12.83 & 15.12.83.) 


@ TORBAY TARGET FOR LUNATIC 
FRINGE 


The British National Party, dubbed ‘‘the lunatic 
fringe’, are launching a campaign in Torbay. 
They aim to send out propaganda to ‘‘anyone 
who counts in the area’’, such as the police, the 
council and the clergy. 

A recent issue of the BNP paper The Phoenix, 
called Mrs Thatcher ‘‘the saviour of the 
Soviets’’, claimed that there was no proof that 
the nazis practised genocide and deliberately 
killed six million Jews, and said that CND was a 
“red front’. (Torbay News, Devon 1.12.83.) 
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**A species of nuts which induces vomiting”’ 


The tactics may change, but the 
intentions remain the same on the far 
right. With the collapse of the National 
Front’s votes at the last General 
Election, the far right’s emphasis has 
been directed away from _ direct 
electioneering. Some have chosen the 
low road of violent and clandestine 
activity, whilst others have opted for 
the slightly higher road of attempting 
to influence opinion on the outer 


fringes of the Conservative Party. 

Before the formation of the National Front, 
groups like the Racial Preservation Society and 
the League of Empire Loyalists attempted to 
create a ‘respectable’ sort of racism, to appeal to 
the more blimpish sorts of Conservative. Both 
these two groups were incorporated into the 
National Front in 1967, and thus were placed 
beyond the pale of political respectability. 
However, a number of other racist groups 
continued in the ’70s to act as links between the 
fascist right and the far Conservative right: 
groups like the Anti-Immigration Standing 
Committee of Lady Jane Birdwood, Bee 
Carthew’s Powellight, the Halt Immigration 
Now Campaign, and the Immigration Control 
Association run by Joy Page. 

In the last couple of years, the activities of the 
‘respectable’ racists have been stepped up. The 
formation of WISE by veterans of these anti- 
immigration groups (see Searchlight, 75) has 
cemented the links between the ultra-Tories and 
those who feel happier expressing their politics in 
an openly fascist atmosphere. Thus, for 
example, the Tory MP, Harvey Proctor, 
addressed an audience comprising fascists like 
Steve Brady and Tony Malski when he spoke to 
WISE. 

One of the leading lights of WISE is Joy Page, 
who is still in charge of her Immigration Control 
Association, and whose association with Proctor 
dates back to the early ’70s when they co- 
operated in the Nationalist Alliance. Mrs Page 
has recently published the annual report for 1983 
of the Immigration Control Association, and this 
document, despite its mis-spellings and its 
amateurish appearance, reveals a determined 
policy of lobbying the Conservatives in the cause 
of racism. 

The annual report discusses the ICA 
delegation, which included four Conservative 
borough councillors and which last April 
approached the Under Secretary of State for the 
Home Office — the MP David Waddington. The 
intention of the ICA had been to submit 
“evidence’’ which would reveal ‘‘a deterioration 
in the inner cities and many areas where ghetto- 
isation has taken place’’. The ‘‘evidence’’ 
consisted of the familiar old racist myths: ‘‘One 
borough councillor recounted his experiences of 
tenants and residents being driven out of their 
flats, rooms and houses at knife-point, threats 
‘with guns and being smoked out by a species of 
nuts which gave off acrid smoke which induced 
vomiting’’. 

The ICA itself seems to be composed of a very 
similar species of nuts, as other members of the 
delegation bombarded the Under Secretary with 
stories of ‘‘putrid stench’? emanating from 
Muslim burial grounds, of stories about English 
school-children being force-fed ‘halal’ meat, and 
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generally about the ‘‘over-breeding and 
unhealthy ways’’ of immigrants. 

The report recounts that the meeting with the 
Under Secretary lasted one hour and twenty 
minutes, which, the ICA comments with pride, 
was ‘‘apparently an unprecedently long 
interview’’. Despite the length of the interview, 
the ICA was not over-impressed by the Under 
Secretary’s reactions; and as a result the ICA 
embarked on its second major project for the 
year: 

“The ICA has drafted a fairly comprehensive 
letter with preamble to all Conservative 
Members of Parliament, many of them new, 
on their return to the House ... It is 
imperative to inform them, especially those 
outside the inner cities and affected suburbs 
and ‘overflow’ areas, of hard statistics, 
effects, damage and projections which now 
exist in terms of immigration and why they 
must get it stopped’’. 





Joy Page. 


And, of course, the letter is only 
comprehensive to the extent that it collects 
together all the racist themes which can be found 
scattered over National Front and other fascist 
publications. The Tory MP’s are told, for 
example, that ‘‘this country is being purposefully 
split into two nations, white and black’’ and that 
“‘the black are in the course of outbreeding the 
white’’. Then it’s on to the issue of crime, as the 
letter gives ‘‘a random sample of coloured 
crime’’. The ‘‘random sample”’ is, naturally, a 
list of ‘horror stories’, but the interest is where 
this ‘‘random sample’’ has been culled from. 
Could it have been from sources such as National 
Front News and Bulldog which regularly present 
lurid and ill-documented examples of this sort of 
thing? 

Judging by the annual report, it would seem 
that the ICA has been involving itself in 
opposing applications for planning permission, 
whenever Moslems attempt to build mosques, or 
Hindus build temples. One can hear the ICA 
members, embittered in their prejudices, 
complaining that ‘‘rudeness, abuse and filthy 





language from the Hindus results when they have 
been asked to move their cars which they have 
parked directly outside residents’ front doors’’. 
And as for the Mosques, everyone knows that 
‘serious traffic disruption and delay is caused at 
Ramadan and other festivals, holding up 
business, commerce and social life’’. Of course, 
as the ICA sees it, this is all part of a ‘‘take-over 
of land by immigrants’. 

All pretty (or, rather, ugly) familiar stuff. 
However, the ICA’s annual report does manage 
two innovations of sorts. Firstly, the ICA 
manages to show that one can be prejudiced 
regardless of colour, creed or nationality. 
Having trotted out the standard racial mythology 
about Asians and West Indians, the report 
briefly, but unpleasantly, turns its attention to 
the Chinese; it mentions that the Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee on Race Relations and 
Immigration has decided to undertake an 
“inquiry into the Chinese community in 
Britain’. The ICA would like to save the Sub- 
Committee the trouble, for it is able to 
summarise the position of the British Chinese in 
seven words: ‘‘drug peddling, gambling, 
protection rackets, prostitution, Triad’’. 


Degree of objectivity 


The second innovation follows from the 
appointment of Leon Brittan as Home Secretary. 
The ICA claims that ‘‘as the son of a Lithuanian 
Jew he can hardly be expected to preserve that 
high degree of objectivity so necessary in the post 
of Home Secretary’’. In prefacing their attack on 
Mr Brittan, the ICA suggests that previously it 
has avoided anti-semitism: ‘‘The ICA has 
steadfastly in the past eschewed the idea of 
thinking anyone except successive British 
Governments is to blame for the mess that has 
been created in the sphere of immigration rather 
than Jewish influence’’ (in passing, one should 
note that the ICA’s past steadfastness is as 
suspect as its present grasp of syntax). 

What is of significance is that the ICA, seeking 
to promote a respectable racism, is at the same 
time willing to embark on an anti-Jewish 
campaign, the like of which a few years ago was 
the very hallmark of non-respectability. Now, 
the ICA confidently asserts that ‘‘the Jewish 
conscience’’ has betrayed ‘‘the interests of this 
country’’ and that ‘‘in a multiplicity of cases 
Jewish people in the media and positions of 
influence have used it, not only to assist in 
furthering immigrant interests but also in 
denigrating and seeking to damage Britain’’. The 
old conspiracy theory beckons, as the ICA 
concludes that ‘“‘the interests of Britain’’ are 
being ‘‘sacrificed to those of vested interests 
wielded by internationalist or more sinister 
powers’’. 

Just as the openly fascist right has increased its 
anti-semitism in the past few years, so it seems 
that the racist lobbyists feel more confident 
about airing their anti-semitic preoccupations. 
Perhaps they know their potential market: not 
only are there those within the bounds of 
‘respectable’ politics, who resonate to the tones 
of racist rhetoric, but, in addition, maybe anti- 
semitic innuendo is not as taboo as it was a few 
years ago. At least, the Immigration Control 
Association would appear to think that the 
Conservative racists might appreciate a dash of 
anti-semitism, not to mention sinophobia, to add 
to their other prejudices. 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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THE TRIAL of the Newham 8 
ended in late December last year 
with guilty of affray verdicts for 
four of the eight. The eight had 
been charged with conspiracy to 
cause injury, but the charges 
pursued at the trial were affray 
(involving all eight), individual 
assault and possessing offensive 
weapons. According to the 
prosecution, the eight went out 
armed with various weapons to beat 
up racists, and had beaten up police 
officers who identified themselves 
as such and tried to make an arrest. 

The defence maintained that 
gangs of white thugs had twice 
come into the local school and 
attacked Asian schoolchildren. 
Since the police seemed indifferent, 
the Asian pupils had got together to 
prevent similar attacks from 
occurring on the way home from 
school. On the day of the incident 
three scruffily dressed white men in 
their early twenties had leapt out of 
an unmarked car and attacked a 
group of 30 to 40 young Asians. 


Believing them to be racist 
attackers, the Asians defended 
themselves. But their assailants 


turned out to be plain-clothes 
police. During the incident two 
policemen suffered bruising and 
minor cuts; one of the defendants 


spent four days in hospital after 
being hit on the head with a police 
truncheon. Only one of the eight 
was found guilty of a minor assault. 


Newham, in East London, with a large 
black population, has a history of racial 
attacks and fascist activity. The first 
incident to claim national attention was the 
case of the four Indian Virk brothers in 
April 1977, who defended themselves from 
an attack outside their house, but found 
themselves, not their attackers, convicted 
of serious bodily harm. The campaign 
around this case threw up the Newham 
Defence Committee, which went on to 
monitor and publicise racial attacks and 
police responses. 

Racial attacks increased in the late 1970s 
as the Housing Department dispersed black 
families in white housing estates, some of 
which were National Front strongholds. 
And West Ham’s football ground, in the 
centre of Newham, became a recruiting 
ground for young fascists (spectators were 
shocked to witness ranks of supporters 
giving fascist salutes and chanting ‘Sieg 
Heil’). Then, in 1980, a 29 year-old 
accountant was stabbed to death in broad 
daylight on a busy shopping street. One of 
his killers exclaimed: ‘‘I’ve gutted a Paki’’. 
The response to the killing of Akhtar Ali 
Baig was immediate. Two marches, each of 
over 3,000 people, demonstrated against 
racist attacks and official indifference. The 
Newham Youth Movement led the protest 
with such slogans as ‘‘Don’t mourn — 
organise’? and ‘‘Here to stay, here to 
fight’’. 

The Newham Monitoring Project was 
started as an attempt to convince a local 
MP of the level of racial attacks in the area 








(in only three months of 1980, 80 attacks 
were recorded). The Project began its own 
paper in which attacks and police and local 
authority responses were reported, against a 
background of rising fascist activity. (In the 
1983 general election Newham South had 
the highest proportion of NF voters of any 
constituency in the country). 


Self-defence 


The case of the Newham 8, perhaps the 
most important political black trial of 1983, 
has to be seen in the context of the whole 
struggle for ‘self-defence’ in this country. 

Since the mid-1970s, Asian youth 
movements have been created in response 
to the need to defend their communities 
against racialist attacks. In Southall, after 
the murder of Gurdip Singh Chaggar in 
1976, the Southall Youth Movement was 
formed; in Bradford, when the NF tried to 
march through Manningham, the Bradford 
Asian Youth Movement came together in 
its defence; in East London, the murders of 
Altab Ali, Ishaque Ali and Michael Ferreira 
led to the creation of various local black 
movements concentrating on self-defence. 

In the fight for the right to self-defence 
three other trials are important to 
remember for the key issues that each 
highlighted. 

The Virk brothers, mentioned above, 
were sentenced in July 1978 by Judge 
Michael Argyle to between three months 
and seven years imprisonment. Not only 
were these sentences savage, but the whole 
case rested on the police version of events. 
The brothers had, in fact, been the victims 
of racial attack and racial abuse and had 
defended themselves under severe 
provocation. It was they who called the 
police, but the police then arrested the 
brothers, whilst the (real) attackers went 
free. Judge Argyle condemned as 
‘irrelevant’ the introduction by the defence 
of racial prejudice as a motivation of the 
white youths. After a protracted campaign 
the brothers’ sentences were reduced on 
appeal, implying that the self-defence 
element should have been taken into 
account. 

The next key case was that of the 
Ahmads in Manchester, who in July 1978 
were set upon in their home by seven white 
men who vandalised the house. Mr Ahmad 
and his son tried to defend the family, not 
realising, as in the case of the Newham 8, 
that the men were plain-clothes police. The 
father and son were arrested and charged 
with ‘‘wounding with intent to do grevious 
bodily harm’’ and with assaulting police 
officers. After a vigorous community-based 
campaign, they were finally acquitted of all 
charges. 


Continued on page 18 
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Continued from page 17 


In the case of the Bradford 12 the right to 
self-defence seemed yet more clearly 
established. The defence plea that the 
creation of petrol bombs was a necessary 
precaution in the face of a possible racist 
attack on the community was apparently 
accepted by the jury, who acquitted the 12 
Asian youths of charges relating to 
conspiracy to cause explosions and 
endanger life. 

But the Newham 8 case, like the Bradford 
12 before it, raised issues that went beyond 
straightforward self-defence. For both 
reflected the state’s fear of black 
organisation. The charges of conspiracy 
brought in the 1980s against these two 
separate Asian community-based ‘crimes’ 
parallels exactly the way that political 
charges have been brought against members 
of the West Indian community since the 
1970s. Provocative policing, in particular of 
key West Indian meeting places and social 
events, has often led to show trials 
involving serious charges of conspiracy, 
affray and riot. In each case, these have 
been vigorously fought against and 


frequently resulted in the charges being 
dropped or acquittals. In all the infamous 
black trials — involving the Mangrove 
(1971-83), the Metro Club, the Carib Club, 
the Lewisham 19, the Swan Disco, the 
Islington 18, Grassroots magazine, the 
















































The Anti-Apartheid Movement has 
welcomed the GLC’s Anti-Racist 
Year for 1984 and in particular its 
adoption of an Anti-Apartheid 
Declaration. 

It is important, the AAM says, that it 
plays a substantial role in the Year to get 
across the message that the fight against 
racism in South Africa is the same fight 
against racism in London. As long as the 
apartheid system is allowed to flourish in 
South Africa as the bastion of racial 
discrimination, racism will continue in 
every society. 

The task of education will be a major 
part of AAM’s initiative with the GLC 
in this year. It is necessary to make the 
people of London aware of the situation 
in South Africa and Namibia (a country 
illegally occupied by 100,000 South 
African troops). AAM will work hard to 
counteract the pro-South African 
propaganda which still exists in 
educational institutions in this country. 
“Once we have begun to talk about 
apartheid in the community at large, to 
show the anti-racist fight here connects 
with the fight against apartheid, then 
phrases about justice and equality, 
freedom and an end to exploitation 
cease to be empty slogans and open the 
way for action’’, AAM says. 


Economic sanctions 
Britain is the largest collaborator with 
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Black and White Cafe — the community 
rallied behind the defendants and the 
political charges were not made to stick. 

The charges of affray and conspiracy 
were traditionally used (against white 
people) in quite different ways. 

Affray was used after gang fights — rival 
gangs of teddy-boys, or mods and rockers 
— and its use against black people in the 
last decade has been novel, in that each 
incident (apart from the Terry May killing, 
which was a traditional use of affray) 
involved the police as the ‘rival gang’ — 
although they, of course, were not charged. 
Its usefulness lies in the fact that no specific 
assault has to be proved; all that has to be 
shown is that the accused have been 
involved in a fight which has frightened 
onlookers. ~ 

The charge of conspiracy has had a more 
controversial history, owing to its political 
use against blasphemers, outragers of 
public decency, purveyors of subversive 
literature and, more recently, against the 
‘Angry Brigade’ and the Irish. Conspiracy 
as a charge needs less proof than the related 
actual offence and can be used when no 
evidence of the actual offence can be 
obtained; it can carry a heavier sentence 
(than the actual offence); it can involve any 
number of persons; it has to be tried before 
a jury; it often involves a ‘show’ trial 
adding to the apparent seriousness of the 
case, and it can lead to new and dubious 


the apartheid regime. London can best 
help in the liberation of the people of 
South Africa and Namibia by 
withdrawing any economic, military, 
cultural and sporting links it may have 
there or with companies which invest 
there. London is the main centre for 
companies such as Rio Tinto Zinc, 
Metal Box, Shell BP. And on the 
individual level, people can withdraw 
accounts from Barclays, refuse to buy 
South African produce, e.g., Outspan 
oranges, Cape fruit, textiles and wool. 
The sale of such goods obviously props 
up the apartheid regime. 

AAM is not asking Londoners just to 
react to the whims of a British-based 
AAM: the organisation was founded in 
1959 in response to an appeal from 
African peoples to isolate South Africa 
until it changed its apartheid policies. 
This is why it continues to lobby the 
government in this country to impose 
mandatory sanctions on South Africa. 

The counter-argument often faced in 
campaigning on this issue is that by 
imposing sanctions we would be further 
harming the people we most want to 
help. This question has best been 
answered by the people themselves who 
have continually stated that the injustice 
and misery they face in their daily lives 
under the apartheid system could not be 
further increased, but would in fact be 
helped, if countries in the world were to 
boycott the South African regime, 





police methods of obtaining evidence (e.g. 
the surveillance by video-cameras in the 
Lewisham 19 case). 

The guilty verdicts on the affray charges 
must not be seen as a defeat for the right of 
self-defence. For the prosecution’s decision 
not to proceed with the conspiracy charges, 
and their failure to secure a_ single 
conviction on the charges of possession of 
offensive weapons and assaults occasioning 
actual bodily harm, vindicate the 
defendants’ assertion of their right to go on 
to the streets, armed if necessary, in defence 
of their community, and their right to 
defend themselves if attacked. Additional 
support for that message comes from the 
jury’s acquittal on the. affray charge of 
Parvez Khan, who agreed in his evidence 
that he had hit a police officer, but said he 
did so in self defence. 

At a public meeting held in January in 
the aftermath of the trial, the youth of 
Newham showed that they would not be 
deflected from fighting racism and racist 
attacks in the future. And the Defence 
Committee will continue to fight over the 
issues raised by the case — policing in 
schools, the Police Bill, racism in 
education. Their work, and the alliances 
and strengths built up in the months leading 
up to the trial, will not be lost. 

@ Stop Press: On 20 January, the four convicted 
members of the Newham 8 were each sentenced 
to 50 hours community service. 





thereby forcing it to overthrow its 
system of government. 


Sport and culture — protest 
The aspect of AAM’s work which often 
gains the greater press coverage is the 
campaign against sporting and cultural 
links with South Africa. Demonstrations 
against visiting sports teams or 
individual singers, actors and actresses 
who have performed in the renowned 
‘Sun City’, at vast expense to the 
apartheid regime, are sometimes seen as 
controversial (see ‘Between the lines’). 
But you cannot have normal sporting or 
cultural events in an abnormal society 
and these individuals and sports teams 
are not respecting the demands of the 
majority of the people of South Africa 
who call for the boycott. One small way 
to help them in their struggle for 
liberation is not to visit the country and 
give credibility to one of the most 
inhumane systems of government in the 
world — a government which 
discriminates by the colour of a person’s 
skin. 

AAM hopes that the people of 
London will participate in these 
campaigns during the year —- either as 
individuals or through their political 
parties, trade unions, church groups or 
women’s groups. 
eFor further information on how to 
help contact Jan Clements on 
01-387 7966. 


Colin Roach campaigner ‘Insane’ 





A young, black man, Cirus Noor, 
convicted of having paraffin-filled fire- 
bombs as offensive weapons, was 
jailed for two years and four months at 
the Old Bailey on 1 December 1983. 

Twenty one year-old Cirus Noor, who 
was active in the campaign for an 
independent inquiry into the death of Colin 
Roach, was cleared of attempting to burn 
down Bethnal Green police station and 
endanger life. Noor told the court that he 
never intended to harm anyone. Like many 
people, he had felt upset about the death of 
Colin Roach (Colin was a schoolfriend of 
his) and angered by the arrests of over 100 
people and the imprisonment of seven in 
the demonstrations that followed. He said 
his act was calculated to get more publicity 
for an independent inquiry into Colin 
Roach’s death. 

Cirus’ trial, originally scheduled for 21 
November, was postponed to a later date 
after an incident in which Noor was 
attacked by prison officers, and received 
‘fextensive bruising’, ‘‘bootmarks on his 
body”’ and a ‘‘black eye’’. Ace Kelly, chair 
of the Stoke Newington and Hackney 
Defence Campaign, who was visiting Noor 
at the time of the attack, confirms that at 


FIGHT RACISM WITH LABOUR 


Oxford Labour Party has published a 
detailed policy statement, ‘Fight Racism 
with Labour’. This little pamphlet will 
be of interest to all those fighting for an 
anti-racist policy within the Labour 
Party, particularly in their local 
branches. It makes statements on racist 
attacks, the police and legal system, 
social services, the mass media and 
education as well as immigration and 
nationality laws and the Race Relations 
Act. 

Copies of the statement are available 
from: Oxford Labour Anti-racist 
Committee, 7 East Street, Osney, 
Oxford OX2 OAU (5p each). 
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the end of the visit and after an argument, a 
group of officers attacked Noor with ‘‘fists 
and feet’’. But the Home Office has said 
that the officers concerned deny any assault 
took place. Three days after this incident, 
Ruby Noorani, who was visiting Noor, was 
arrested at the prison gates allegedly for 
attempting to take something illegally out 
of the prison. At Islington police station, 
Ms Noorani was strip searched and made to 
bend over for ‘examination’. After one and 
a half hours she was released without 
charge and is now considering what action 
she can take against the police. 
Meanwhile, members of the Stoke 
Newington and Hackney Defence 
Campaign are worried about Cirus’ future 
— in particular, they fear that the prison 
authorities might try to have him sectioned 


under the Mental Health Act. Whilst 
awaiting trial in Pentonville prison, Noor 
was visited daily by psychiatrists who told 
him if he didn’t take his ‘‘treatment’’ he 
would be ‘‘sectioned’’ — classified as 
mentally disturbed and put in a psychiatric 
institution. Noor is being prescribed the 
medicine Largactil, which is generally used 
on ‘‘paranoid schizophrenics’’. Also 
known as ‘liquid cosh’, Largactil has been 
widely used on black prisoners and is 
principally known for the zombifying effect 
it has on the patient. In 1982 Paul Worrell 
was found hanged in his cell in Brixton 
prison where he was being kept in solitary 
confinement. Diagnosed as a schizophrenic 
(the psychiatric wing of the prison was full) 
Paul Worrell was receiving large doses of 
Largactil. 
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area round-up 


yWraaolahdal am akoyaer:sveclivt-1dhv,-Mar-(ororol lane 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 





RACIAL VIOLENCE 





Brutal stabbing 


A black youth, who is deaf and mute, was 
conversing with a friend in sign language outside 
a pub in North London on Boxing Day when he 
was stabbed in the stomach. The two youths had 
left the pub after three white youths had made 
remarks to them and the stabbing incident took 
place outside. After an emergency operation at 
the North Middlesex Hospital, 18-year-old Keith 
Hylton was said to be in a stable condition. 
Wood Green police are appealing for witnesses 
but say they have found no ‘obvious’ motive for 
the attack. (Haringey Independent 5.1.84.) 


Manor Park 


Two black teenagers were the victims of racist 
attacks in the streets of East London in separate 
incidents just before Christmas. 14-year-old 
John Thomas was standing at a bus stop with a 
friend when two white youths tried to provoke a 
fight. They punched John in the face, and when 
he fell down, they began kicking him in the ribs 
and arms. In the second attack 16-year-old 
Adrian Blackman was dragged into a road by 
four youths who punched and kicked him in the 
head and threatened to slit his throat with a 
knife. Both youths needed hospital treatment for 
their injuries. (Newham Recorder 29.12.83.) 


Father fined 


A man whose black wife and baby were spat at 
by a group of skinheads was so angry and upset 
he tracked them down and head-butted one of 
them. But the father was fined after admitting 
causing actual bodily harm and was told that he 
should not take the law into his own hands. 
(Daily Telegraph 1.11.83.) 


Attack on market trader 


Three youths appeared in court on charges 


arising out of a disturbance following an attack 
on market trader Mohammed Ashad. Mr Ashad 
was assaulted by a group of youths who knocked 
him to the ground and kicked him. He identified 
17-year-old Barry Walker as his assailant but 
later realised he had made a mistake and 
identified another youth who was dealt with by 
another court. Walker became violent and 
started to shout abuse and lash out at the police. 
(Whitehaven News 1.12.83.) 


Racist slogans 


Thieves who broke into the home of the 
Seewollal family in Bracknell and got away with 
£8,000 worth of jewellery, clothes and Christmas 
presents also sprayed racist slogans with aerosol 
cans of paint. Local police said they were 
worried by the racial nature of the attack which 
they believed to be the first of its kind in the 
Bracknell area. (Reading Evening Post 
29.11.83.) 


Family under seige 


A gang of white youths wielding pickaxes and 
sledgehammers held an Asian family under seige 
at their home one evening. The Bhugtiar home 
was bombarded with bricks and £600 worth of 
damage was caused. 17-year-old Aditya Bhugtiar 
was smashed on the left shoulder with a sledge- 
hammer and needed treatment at Newham 
General Hospital. (Newham Recorder 3.11.83.) 


Council warns tenants 


Islington Council in North London has warned 
its tenants that thuggish attacks on council 
tenants and their property will not be tolerated. 
The council helped the Shaikh family take one of 
their neighbours to court following a letter they 
received threatening to smash up their car. The 
family took the letter to the council’s housing 
department where an official recognised the 
handwriting. John Groom was fined £250 plus 
£50 costs after pleading guilty to sending the 
letter. Us/ington Gazette 18.11.83.) 


ARSON 





Attack on rights group 


Fires were started in the basement and on the 
second and third floors of a building which 
housed the international human _ rights 
organisation Survival International. Police say 
files were interfered with and suspect a political 
motive behind the attack. (Morning Star 
14.12.83.) 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Holloway 


Arsonists caused £6,000 worth of damage to a 
shop in Holloway, North London. The owner, 
Mr Sunil Mansigani, was not on the premises at 
the time. (U/slington Gazette 18.11.83.) 


‘Campaign of destruction’ 


The Ilyas brothers, owners of a supermarket in 
Walthamstow, North-east London, fear further 
attacks on their premises and property. The 
trouble began last autumn when a can of paint 
was thrown over the shop windows. The 
following week, police woke the family at night 
after one of their cars was set on fire. Within a 
week another car and a Transit van used for 
deliveries were also attacked. The brothers have 
no idea who is responsible for the campaign 
against them but have warned they are not 
prepared to take any more. (Waltham Forest 
Guardian 9.12.83.) 


Custody sentences on arsonists 


Four youths received youth custody sentences for 
their part in a string of attacks on Asian-owned 
properties in Chingford. Another youth was 
given a supervision order and ordered to pay 
£400 compensation. In the most serious incident 
two Asian men had to jump through a plastic 
roof to escape a blazing fire in a shop. In other 
attacks an Indian restaurant was gutted and shop 
windows were smashed. Judge Peter Slot told 
them: ‘‘If education and reasoning, the influence 
of a good home and decent upbringing are not 
enough to teach you that neighbours of your own 
race and other races are entitled to be treated 
with decency and respect and left to carry on 
their businesses in peace, only a deterrent 
sentence, I am afraid, will bring home that 
message’’. (Waltham Forest Guardian 16.12.83.) 


POLICE 





Not much fun at the fair 


Last May, a 17-year-old black youth, Richard 
Gulley, took his young sister to a fair on Putney 
Common. As he stood playing a machine in an 
amusement arcade two policemen came from 
behind, one put him in an arm lock, the other in 
a head lock. He was then taken between two 
trailers where there were four other policemen 
and was pushed in the mud, kicked and punched 
and kneed in the groin. At Wandsworth Police 
Station he was told he had been arrested on 
suspicion of having a knife. He didn’t have a 
knife on him and was then told he would be 
charged with assaulting one of the policemen. 
Richard was examined by a local doctor and a 
complaint against the police was made by his 
family. But the police might well have won the 
case except for an extraordinary piece of luck. 
Mrs Gulley put an advertisement in a local paper 
appealing for witnesses and one responded. 
Carlo Borgia, an accounts clerk and amateur 
photographer, confirmed Richard’s story and 
produced two photos — one of Richard being 
stopped and another, blurred picture of Richard 
on the ground with four or five police on top of 
him. Richard was acquitted in August of the 
charge of assault but to date, the chief inspector 
dealing with the family’s complaint has not yet 
finished completing his investigations, though 
his report is now likely to go to the Director of 
Public Prosecutions. Since the attack Richard, 
who once entertained the idea of joining the 
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police force, is sometimes reluctant to go out. A 
few weeks before his case came to court, he saw 
the police officer he was accused of assaulting: 
“he drove past me and peeped his horn and 
waved. I couldn’t believe it’’, he said’ (New 
Statesman 30.12.83.) 


Row over SPG 


Hackney’s ‘new-style’ Special Patrol Group is 
the subject of controversy in the London 
Borough. Local police say the public is almost 
100 per cent in favour of having the unit, now 
under district rather than central control, 
patrolling the streets. The local council was not 
informed of the decision to bring in the unit and 
the council’s police committee see _ its 
introduction as provocative. The committee also 
accused the police of conducting a smear 
campaign against them by telling tenant 
associations that the council is not interested in 
liaising with the police. (Hackney Gazette 
25.11.83.) 


Reggae singer to sue police 


Derek Donaldson, a singer with reggae band 
Sons of Jah, is to sue police following his 
acquittal on charges of assault. He was driving 
through Notting Hill, West London on his way 
to his mother’s house. She was to receive an 
award from the mayor for the best-kept garden 
in the borough. Four men tried to stop his car 
but he drove on believing they were about to 
attack him. When he reached his mother’s house 
the men followed him and there was a struggle as 
a result of which the garden was destroyed. Mr 
Donaldson told the court he did not realise that 
the four men were plain clothes police officers. 
In court the police officers said that as a matter 
of routine anyone in the All Saints Road in 
Notting Hill was searched for drugs. Judge 
Suckling QC said there were no reasonable 
grounds for the police to suspect Mr Donaldson 
of possessing drugs. (Morning Star 1.12.83.) 


Police accuse TV programme of bias 


A Channel Four programme about life in 
London’s East End was accused by local police 
of bias. The programme featured two families 
recalling their experiences of the police. In one 
acted scene a policeman is shown beating up a 
suspect and in another, police are shown 
threatening to smash their way into a house in 
Forest Gate. Producer Jeff Perks defended the 
programme saying that he had spoken to a lot of 
young people while making the series and most 
had stories about police harassment. (Newham 
Recorder 24.11.83.) 


EDUCATION 





Racist joke 


A lecturer who made a joke about black students 
at his college has lost his job as head of the 
general studies department at Kilburn Technical 
College. Dr Frederick Botley was suspended 
after he had written a joke to another lecturer 
about his dog Blake. The joke read: ‘‘Vote Blake 
for access courses. Qualifications: mostly black 
all over, uneducated, believes in the Welfare 
State, has potential but nothing else’’. Dr Botley 
claimed the joke was a silly, private affair but it 
was found pinned to a staff room notice board 
and reported to the council’s director of 
education. (Daily Telegraph 10.12.83.) 


IMMIGRATION 





Deport him or free him 


Hardiai Singh, a foundry worker from Bradford 
who spent five months in prison awaiting 
deportation was so distressed by prison 


conditions that he tried to slash his wrists. A 
High Court judge has now ruled that he must 
either be deported to India shortly or freed. 
(Guardian 14.12.83.) 


Father must go 


A Portuguese sailor who lost his job now faces 
deportation because his wife does not wish him 
to stay in Britain. Eduardo Galante has lived in 
Edinburgh for nine years, but his wife Lorraine 
left him last year to live with another man. Mr 
Galante was granted access to their 18-month-old 
daughter three days a week. The ship he was 
working on was charted to an American 
company and he was sacked because US 
maritime rules are that only US nationals can 
work on ships trading to the US. The Home 
Office ordered him back to Portugal because 
under immigration rules he could only stay while 
on shore leave or if his wife wished him to. 
Although he is still legally married, immigration 
laws take precedence. The matter is now being 
personally considered by Mr David Waddington, 
Minister of State at the Home Office. (Guardian 
3.1.84.) 


BETWEEN 
THE 
LINES 


The launch of the GLC’s Anti- 
Racist Year on 4 January went 
almost unnoticed by the national 
and London press. But papers 
were quick to find space to fuel 
the controversy over the GLC’s 
proposed banning from its 
buildings of performers who have 
worked in South Africa. Equity, 
the actors’ union, made a 
statement the. day after the 
launch of the Anti-Racist Year 
which was reported prominently 
in The Guardian, The Daily 


Telegraph and The Standard. 


Spike Milligan, one of the 
performers included in the 
United Nations Register of those 
who have played in South Africa 
and who would fall under the 
GLC’s ban, wrote a_ self- 
justifying letter to The Standard 
about his South African visit: 

**... and I always took the 
black stage staff to dinner in 
white restaurants. . . Out there I 
made a point of speaking out 
against apartheid. I learnt first- 
hand from blacks and Asians, 
like the black taxi driver who said 
‘Things are getting better for us’. 
And though they don’t have a 
vote, there are Asian millionaires 
out there’’. 

We await with interest his next 
book, Pik Botha, my part in his 
downfall! 





